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PREDSLOV

Alena Panikova

OSFFAlenajPanikova
ctoriofithe NOS'- OSE ¥
Foto: Lubos Hriviak®

Je vynimoc¢né a zavdzujlce pracovat v institdcii,
ktorej hlavnou ndplfiou je poméhat pri prekonavani
neslobody, arogancie moci a predsudkov, v ktorej je
omylnost a nedokonalost pripustna a ustavicna
pochybnost povinna. V roku 1993 som takuto
prilezitost dostala v podobe prace v nadacii Open
Society Fund, kde sa schadzalivazne ciele: fungujlca
liberadlna demokracia, osobné sloboda a dostojnost
kazdého jednotlivca s unikdtnym pristupom
a odvahou riskovat v duchu filozofie otvorenej
spoloc¢nosti, etického konceptu, v ramci ktorého seba
aj dianie v spolo¢nosti ustavi¢ne podrobujeme kritike.
Filozof Karl Popper, ktorého som v roku 1994 mala
moznost osobne si vypocut v Prahe ako nositela prvej
Ceny otvorenej

spolo¢nosti udelovanej

Stredoeurdpskou univerzitou, vo svojej knihe
Otvorena spolo¢nost a jej nepriatelia hovori: , Ak ...
chceme zostat ludmi, potom mame len jednu cestu,

cestu do otvorenej spolocnosti. Musime ist dalej do

FOREWORD

by Alena Panikova

It is an exceptional privilege and responsibility to
work for an institution whose principal mission is to
help others overcome the lack of freedom, the
arrogance of power and the pain of prejudice, an
institution that views fallibility and imperfection as
acceptable and permanent qualms as obligatory. In
1993 | was given an opportunity to work for the Open
Society Fund, an institution that combined ambitious
goals such as functioning liberal democracy and
personal freedom and the dignity of each individual
with a unique approach and courage to risk along the
lines of open society philosophy. This is an ethical
concept that requires us to subject ourselves as well as
social developments to permanent criticism.
Philosopher Karl Popper, whom | had the privilege to
hear in 1994 in Prague as the laureate of the premier
Open Society Award bestowed by the Central
European University, wrote in his book entitled Open
Society and Its Enemies: “If ... we are to remain
humans, then we have only one path, a path toward
open society. We must venture farther into the
unknown, the uncertain and the dangerous and strive
with all our reason for security and for freedom.”

The high level of trust we all received from George
Soros has always inspired us to exceptional creativity
and diligence. At the same time, it naturally connected
a great number of outstanding people who all
believed in the positive change. The foundation was
like the gravitational pole that attracted hundreds of
distinguished individuals from all over Slovakia —
members of executive boards, expert commissions,
authors of ideas and projects, and those who came
with misgivings, pointed out problems and criticized
the shortcomings — as well as from abroad. The latter
came mostly from “the free world” but always



neznama, neistoty a nebezpecenstva, a usilovat sa
celym svojim rozumom ako o bezpedie, tak aj

oslobodu.”

Vysoka miera dovery, ktort sme dostali od Georga
Sorosa, nés inSpirovala k tvorivosti a velkému vykonu.
Zaroven prirodzene spdajala velké mnozstvo
vybornych ludi s vierou v pozitivnu zmenu. Okolo
nadécie sa sustredovali stovky vzacnych jednotlivcov
zo Slovenska — ¢lenovia a Clenky spravnych rad,
expertnych komisii, autori myslienok a projektov, ti,
¢o prichadzali s pochybnostami, otvarali problémy,
kritizovali. Zo zahranicia prichadzali predovsetkym ti
zo ,slobodného sveta” s Gprimnym zaujmom nielen
podelit sa o svoje vedomosti a skisenosti, ale aj
poclvat nas, spolu s nami premyslat a riesit nase
Specifické problémy.

Na vysledkoch nasej prace sa podpisal nas
»Slovensky " tim spolu s desiatkami kolegov a kolegyn
zo siete OSI a vsetkymi [udmi, ktorym zaleZi na
individudlnej slobode, nenasili, dostojnosti a ochrane

mensin aslabych.

Tim'NOS, =.OSF
Team of theiNOS -'OSF*
Foto:*Archiv.NOS - OSF4:

showed the earnest interest not only to share their
knowledge and experience but also to listen to us,
help us analyze our specific shortcomings and solve
them.

The credit for our achievements goes not only to
members of our “Slovak” team but also to dozens of
colleagues from the OSI network and all the other
people who cared about individual freedom, non-
violence, human dignity and protection of minorities
and the weak.

Our thanks belong to so many but especially to
George Soros for the great faith, financial support and
personal engagement that always inspired us to walk
the extra mile. Next we are most grateful to the
courageous young people from abroad, such as the
first OSF director Rachel Tritt who did not hesitate to
dedicate years of their lives to helping people in an
unknown country; our colleagues from the OSI such
as Aryeh Neier, Debbie Harding, Annette Laborey,
Mabel van Oranje, Gordana Jankovi¢, Liz Loran, Eva
Zorandy, Jonathan Peizer, Sarah Klaus, Katalin Koncz,




Vdaka patri vSetkym — Georgovi Sorosovi za

velkt déveru, finan¢nl podporu a osobnu
angazovanost, ktord nam vsetkym davala silu,
odvaznym mladym ludom, ako bola prva riaditelka
OSF Rachel Tritt, ktori nevahali venovat kus zZivota
v neznamej krajine, kolegom a kolegyniam z OSlI,

Debbie Harding, Annette

Laborey, Mabel van Oranje, Gordana Jankovic, Liz

ako su Aryeh Neier,

Loran, Eva Zorandy, Jonathan Peizer, Sarah Klaus,
Katalin Koncz, Rayna Gavrilova, Pat Klecanda,

Francoise Girad, Jonas Rolett, naSim priatelom
z narodnych nadacii z celého sveta, ako aj
podporovateflom a priatefom z inych nadéacif
a institucii ako Claire Brooks, Irena Grudzinska Gross,
Craig Kennedy, Krysztyna Wolniakowski, Tamas
Bill Moody, Ray Murphy

a mnohi dalsi. Velvyslanci a pracovnici velvyslanectiev

Sczaurszki , Jon Blythe,
Spojenych 3$tatov americkych, Velkej Britanie,
Holandska, Kanady, Nérska , delegécie EU a dal3i st
tiez tradi¢ne velkou oporou pri prekonavani
nedostatkov v demokracii.  Témy ako sloboda

prejavu, sloboda slova, sloboda zdruzovania,
mimovladne organizacie, ochrana slabych a tych, ¢o
Ziju na okraji spolo¢nosti, rovnost prileZitosti, pravny
stat, demokratické instittcie, pristup k informaciam,
zodpovedné vladnutie, slobodné volby,
transparentnost, kvalitné vzdelavanie, komunitna
filantropia, zdravie, internet a dal3ie sa vdaka tymto
[udom aj vdaka mojim byvalym a si¢asnym kolegom
a kolegyniam v nadécii stali beznou stcastou
slovenskej reality a ich stav predmetom ustavi¢ného

zaujmu podporovatelov otvorenej spolo¢nosti.

Mém radost, Ze sa Pavol Deme$ podujal zachytit
dvadsatrocny slovensky pribeh Nadacie otvorenej
spolo¢nosti. Rukami mu presli stovky stran vyro¢nych
sprav, publikécii a materidlov, ktoré tvorili zaklad pre
tato publikaciu. Bol jednym z tych, ktori stéli pri
zrode nadej nadécie a s ktorymi sa aj naSe cesty za

uplynulych dvadsat rokov pretinali a spajali.

Pri ¢itani nasledujdceho textu siisto kazdy citatel
premietne svoju vlastnl skdsenost s nadaciou, ako aj
aktualny pohlad na slovensku spolo¢nost v kontexte

Rayna Gavrilova, Pat Klecanda, Francoise Girard, or
Jonas Rolett; our friends from national open society
foundations from all around the world; our supporters
and friends from other foundations and institutions
such as Claire Brooks, Irena Grudzinska Gross, Craig
Kennedy, Krysztyna Wolniakowski, Taméas Sczaurszki,
Jon Blythe, Ray Murphy and many others; last but not
least, ambassadors and employees of embassies of
the United States, Netherlands,
Canada, Norway, EU delegation and others who have

Great Britain,

always been a great help in overcoming the
democratic deficit.

Thanks to all these people as well as my former
and current colleagues at the foundation, issues such
as freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom
of association, non-governmental organizations,
protection of the weak and the marginalized, equal
opportunities, rule of law, democratic institutions,
access to information, responsible governance, free
elections, transparency, quality of education,
community philanthropy, healthcare, Internet and
many others have become a normal part of Slovakia's
reality and their condition the subject of permanent

scrutiny on the part of open society supporters.

| am grateful to Pavol Demes who embarked on
the formidable task of mapping out the two decades
of the foundation's services for Slovakia, going
through hundreds of pages of annual reports and
other information and abridging them into this
modest publication that you are holding in your
hands. He was among those who stood by its cradle
and whose paths have converged and often crossed
with ours over the past twenty years.

When reading the following text, many readers
will certainly recall their own experience with the
foundation and take a look on Slovak society's
achievements in the European and universal context.
But each achievement has a nasty habit of revealing
just another dimension of the problem. No matter
how perfectly configured our institutions or how
brilliantly formulated the laws, incorporating them



Eurdpy a sveta. Kazdd nova dosiahnuta méta vsak
pravidelne odkryva dalSie dimenzie problémov.
Akokolvek spravne nastavené institlicie, ¢i brilantne
sformulované zdkony samy osebe, bez ustavi¢éného
zaujmu a Usilia ludi dostat ich do redlneho Zivota,
nezarudia vladu prava, nezabrania marginalizacii
témy lfudskych prav ani nezmenia realitu, zostanu len
prazdnym gestom a osvedcenym klisé. Na Slovensku
sa traduje, Ze mame bohatl a vyspelt Skalu
organizacii obcianskej spolo¢nosti, no zdaleka
nemdzeme byt spokojni s tym, ako sa veci maju.
Populizmus politickych stran, segregécia v Skolstve,
prejavy intolerancie az rasizmu aj v politickych
kruhoch ¢&i v médiach, otézky okolo uplatiiovania
zakladnych

[udskych prav, problematicka

vymozitelnost prava a iné neduhy v kombindcii
s formalnostou zapéajania obdanov a organizacif
obcianskej spolo¢nosti si vyzaduju aktivny zdujem.
Nadécia otvorenej spolo¢nosti  teda pokracuje vo
svojej misii s ambiciou nadalej davat granty
a podporovat inych, aj s ambiciou robit vlastné
aktivity a spolupracovat s partnermi na hladani
rieSeni. V otvarani spoloCnosti totiz neexistuje

konecna.

into everyday life requires permanent scrutiny on the
Without this careful
attention, these laws and institutions are not enough

part of concerned citizens.

to guarantee the rule of law, prevent marginalization
of human rights or change the reality in any way and
will remain but empty gestures and clichés. In Slovakia
we like to say that we have an ample and advanced
range of civil society organizations, but it would be
naive to draw satisfaction from the current state of
affairs. Populism of political parties, segregation
within the education system, displays of intolerance
and overt racism even among mainstream politicians
or media, difficulties with implementation of
fundamental human rights, problematic law
enforceability and other ailments combined with
citizens' formal participation in administering public
affairs calls for so much more active engagement of
civil society organizations. That is why the Open
Society Foundation is determined to continue in its
mission of providing grants to those who need them,
pursuing its own projects and cooperating with its
partners in seeking solutions, for there is no terminus

on the path toward open society.



George Soros na pode Univerzity Komenského v Bratislave
George Soros at the Comenius University in Bratislava
Foto: Peter Brenkus

uvop

Pad Zeleznej opony koncom roku 1989 otvoril
v krajindch byvalého sovietskeho bloku priestor pre
obcianske a politické slobody. Jednym z vyraznych
prejavov spolocenskych zmien bol vznik velkého
poctu nezavislych iniciativ a organizacii, ktoré
zakladali samotni obcania. Prostrednictvom nich
uplatnili svoju spolocensku, profesijnt, pripadne
komunitnd angazovanost a realizovali pestrd paletu
verejnoprospesnych cielov. V tomto procese im
odborne, materidlne i finan¢ne pomahali jednotlivci
a organizacie zo zapadnej Eurépy, USA a Kanady.
V demokratickej transformécii a modernizécii krajin
strednej a vychodnej Eurépy patri osobitné miesto
americkému financnikovi a filantropovi madarského
povodu Georgeovi Sorosovi, ktory stimuloval vznik
spolupracujlicej siete nadacii v celom regidne vratane

Slovenska.

Ideovy ramec, stojaci za vznikom samostatnych
narodnych nadacii otvorenej spolo¢nosti, bol
inSpirovany filozofiou otvorenej spolo¢nosti, ktort

INTRODUCTION

The lifting of the Iron Curtain in the final months
of 1989 opened space for civil and political freedomin
all countries of the former Soviet bloc. One of the
most distinctive displays of ongoing societal changes
was the emergence of a great number of independent
Established by
concerned citizens, they served as the embodiment of

initiatives and organizations.

their engagement on the professional, society and
community level and as the platform to pursue
a broad spectrum of pro bono activities. Throughout
the process, they received expert advice and material
and financial assistance from individuals and
organizations in Western Europe, the United States
and Canada. A prominent place in the process of
democratic transformation and modernization of
central and eastern European countries is occupied by
George Soros, Hungarian-American financial wizard
and philanthropist. He was the prime mover behind
the emergence of a network of foundations mutually
cooperating throughout the region, including
Slovakia.
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George Soros prevzal od anglického filozofa a svojho
profesora na London School of Economics Karla
Poppera. Koncepcia otvorenej spolo¢nosti vychadza
z poznania, Ze ludia konaju na zéklade nedokonalych
znalosti a nikto nema absolttnu pravdu.

Po ukonceni Studia sa George Soros prestahoval
v roku 1956 z Velkej Britanie do New Yorku, kde zacal
Uspesne podnikat v oblasti financii. Prostriedky zo
svojich zna¢nych zdrojov sa rozhodol uz pred padom
Berlinskeho mura venovat na podporu kritického
myslenia, nezavislej kultdry, vzdeldvania a ochrany
[udskych prav predovsetkym vo vychodnej Eurdpe,
ku ktorej mal hlboky osobny vztah. Snazil sa poméct
regionu, kde nacistickd totalitu vystriedala

komunistickd ideolégia, ktorda odrezala

vychodoeurépske staty od demokratického sveta.

Slovenska Naddcia otvorenej spolo¢nosti — Open
Society Foundation (NOS — OSF) ma v komunite
mimovladnych neziskovych organizacii (MVO) v SR
osobitné postavenie, a to nielen dizkou pbsobenia,
resp. rozsahom grantovej cinnosti, ale aj Sirkou

The ideological framework that gave birth to
independent national open society foundations was
inspired by the philosophy of open society, which
George Soros had taken over from Karl Popper, an
English philosopher and his professor at the London
School of Economics. The entire concept of open
society is based on the premise that people act on the
basis of imperfect knowledge and that nobody
possesses the absolute truth.

Upon his graduation in 1956, George Soros
moved from Great Britain to New York where he
launched a stellar career in the field of financial
management. Even before the fall of the Berlin Wall,
he decided to dedicate ample funds from his vast
resources to the support of critical thought,
independent culture, education and protection of
human rights, particularly in Eastern Europe for which
he always preserved a deep personal affection. He
was guided by the desire to help the region where the
Nazi dictatorship was replaced by communist
totalitarianism, which cut off central and eastern

European countries from the democratic world.
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zamerania svojich aktivit. Nadacia sa pocas svojho
Ucinkovania kontinualne angaZovala v zapasoch
o obcianske slobody a spravodlivost. Hoci zazila
pocetné dtoky zo strany mocenskych ¢i naciona-
listickopopulistickych kruhov, v tomto Usili vytrvala
a prispela k tomu, Ze sa Slovensko stalo modernou
eurépskou krajinou, ktord je integrovana do
zapadnych zoskupeni a dnes poskytuje pomoc aj
inym krajinam. Vdaka kvalite svojej grantovej
c¢innosti i Uspesnej realizacii vlastnych programov je
OSF uz roky schopna ziskavat zdroje nielen od svojho
zakladatela, ale aj z dalSich, najm& eurdpskych
verejnych zdrojov.

Cielom tejto publikicie je poohliadnut sa za
dvoma desatro¢iami aktivit NOS — OSF Citatel by sa
z nej mal dozvediet o zrode a fungovani nadécie,
o programoch, financiach a ludoch, ktori v nadacii
pracovali, alebo s hou spolupracovali. Ako podklad na
zostavenie tohto textu slGZili vyrocné spravy
a publikované materidly nadacie, medialne vystupy
a rozhovory so zamestnancami & Clenmi spravnej
rady nadécie.

Nadacia otvorenej spolo¢nosti — Open Society
Foundation (NOS — OSF) enjoys a specific status in the
community of non-governmental non-profit
organizations (NGOs) in Slovakia, not only in terms of
the length of its presence in the country but also in
terms of the overall scope of its grant-providing and
other activities. Throughout its existence, NOS — OSF
has been continuously involved in various struggles
for civil freedoms and social justice. Although it had to
withstand numerous attacks from government or
national-populism circles, it persevered in its
endeavour and contributed to Slovakia becoming a
modern European country that today is not only a full-
fledged member of western integration groupings but
provides assistance to third countries. Thanks to the
quality of its grant schemes and the successful
implementation of its own programs, NOS — OSF has
established itself as a reliable partner that is able to
raise funds not only from its original founder but also
from public sources, especially those of the European
Union.

The principal goal of this publication is to review
the past two decades of NOS — OSF activities. The
reader should be able to learn the basic information
about the foundation's birth, operation, programs,
funding and people who have worked for the
foundation or collaborated with it. The principal
sources of information for this text included annual
reports and other publications of the foundation as
well as media outputs and interviews with its
employees or trustees.

11
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KORENE
NADACIE

George Soros zacal u nés poskytovat filantropické
prostriedky cez ,podvratni” Nadaciu Charty 77,
ktora vznikla v roku 1978 v Stokholme, edte v &asoch
Ceskoslovenskej socialistickej republiky. Do tejto
nadacie finan¢ne prispievalo mnozstvo ludi
a organizacii z Eurbpy i zo zamoria, pricom medzi
klac¢ovych podporovatelov patril prave George Soros.
Pévodnym cielom nadécie bolo udrziavat nezavislé
myslenie a kultaru v Ceskoslovensku podporovanim
vydavania samizdatovej literatury, ako aj fudi, ktori
Medzi
Slovékov, ktorym nadacia pomobhla, patrili aj disidenti

trpeli z dbévodov politickej perzekicie.

Dominik Tatarka, Jan Carnogursky a Miroslav Kusy.

Bezprostredne po Neznej revolicii (1989) zacala
Nadéacia Charty 77 pobsobit oficidlne aj
v Ceskoslovensku (so zast(peniami v Prahe, Brne a
Bratislave). Z iniciativy Wendy Luers, zname;j
aktivistky a manzelky byvalého velvyslanca USA

Rachel Tritt — prva riaditelka Open Society Fund Bratislava
Rachel Tritt, first director of the Open Society Fund Slovakia
Foto: Pavol Demes

THE ROOTS OF
THE FOUNDATION

George Soros began to fund philanthropic
projects in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic
through the “subversive” Charter 77 Foundation that
had been formed in 1978 in Stockholm, Sweden. The
foundation received financial contributions from
a great number of individuals and organizations from
Europe and overseas; George Soros was one of the
most generous contributors. The original goal of the
foundation was to maintain independent critical
thought and culture in Czechoslovakia by supporting
publication of samizdat literature and people who
suffered from political persecution. The most
prominent Slovak beneficiaries of the foundation's
support included dissidents Dominik Tatarka, Jan
Carnogursky and Miroslav Kusy.

Immediately after the Velvet Revolution of
1989, the Charter 77 Foundation
launched its official activities in Czechoslovakia,

November



v Ceskoslovensku, bola zriadend zamorska nadacia
Charter 77 Foundation — New York. George Soros
patril v tomto obdobi ku kli¢ovym donorom tychto
rozbeh aktivit

Ceskoslovenskej Nadacie Charty 77 venoval 1 milién

sesterskych nadécii. Na

dolarov a pomohol aj pri Starte americkej nadacie. Po
pade Zeleznej opony vznikla potreba budovania
demokratickych institdcii a nadvdzovania kontaktov
so Zapadom. Naddacia sprostredkivala podporu
vydavatelskej cinnosti, vedy, kultdry, vzdelavania,
zdravotnictva, ochrany ludskych prav a rodiacej sa
obcianskej spolo¢nosti. Prostrednictvom cestovnych
grantov venovala osobitni pozornost stazam
Studentov, odbornikov a politikov v USA ¢i zapadnej
Eurépe, ako aj prijimaniu odbornikov a lektorov

anglictiny zo Zadpadu u nas.

George Soros po prvy raz zavital do Bratislavy uz v
1989,
predstavitelmi Verejnosti proti nasiliu. Vtedy sa
dohodol
riaditelkou bratislavskej poboc¢ky Nadacie Charty 77.

decembri ked nadviazal kontakty s

na spolupraci so Zuzanou Szatmary,

Ceskoslovenska Nadacia Charty 77 bola
zaregistrovand ako samostatny pravny subjekt vo
1990. O
rozhodovala spravna rada, v ktorej boli osobnosti zo

februari slovenskych projektoch
sveta kulttry a vedy, akymi boli Milan Simecka (filozof
a spisovatel), Maria Filkova (environmentalistka), lvan
Hoffman (spisovatel a novinar), Jolana Kusa
(sociologitka), LaszI6 Szigeti (spisovatel), Juraj Spitzer
(spisovatel), Tomas Hraz (IT 3$pecialista). Nadacia
Charty 77 az do konca roku 1992, kedy bola v
Bratislave zaregistrovand samostatnd Sorosova
naddacia pod nazvom Open Society Fund, spravovala

jeho prostriedky uréené pre slovenské projekty.

establishing missions in Prague, Brno and Bratislava.
Responding to the initiative by Wendy Luers, a well-
known civic activist and wife of the former U.S.
ambassador to Czechoslovakia, the Charter 77
Foundation established its branch in New York. At this
point, George Soros ranked among the key
benefactors of all sister foundations; he awarded
Czechoslovakia's Charter 77 Foundation one million
dollars and was also instrumental in launching the
American foundation. After the Iron Curtain had been
lifted, it was crucial for the country to develop
democratic institutions and establish contacts with
the West. The foundation supported projects in the
fields of publishing, science, culture, education,
health service, human rights protection and fledgling
civil society. Through travel grants it sponsored the
stays in the United States and Western Europe of
Slovak professionals in these fields as well as students
and politicians. Additionally, western experts and
English language lecturers were given grants to work
in Slovakia.

George Soros first visited Bratislava in December
1989 to establish contacts with representatives of
Public Against Violence, a movement that toppled
the communist regime in Slovakia. Back then, he
agreed on mutual cooperation with Zuzana Szatmary
who would later become head of the Bratislava
branch of the Charter 77 Foundation after it was
registered as a separate legal entity in February 1990.
The allocation of funds to projects in Slovakia was
decided by a board of trustees that was comprised of
respected personalities from the domain of culture
and science, such as philosopher and writer Milan
Simecka, environmentalist Maria Filkova, writer and
journalist lvan Hoffman, sociologist Jolana Kusa,
writer LaszI6 Szigeti, writer and journalist Juraj Spitzer,
and IT specialist Tomas$ Hrdz. Until the end of 1992,
when George Soros established a separate foundation
in Bratislava under the name of Open Society Fund,
the Charter 77 Foundation administered his funds
earmarked for civil society projects in Slovakia.

Zuzana Szatmary - riaditelka Nadacie Charty 77
Zuzana Szatmadry, director of the Charter 77 Foundation
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF

13



14

VZNIK NADACIE OPEN
SOCIETY FUND

ZaloZenim Open Society Fund v Bratislave poveril
George Soros mladud, dynamickd Ameri¢anku Rachel
Tritt, ktora poznala pomery v Ceskoslovensku, kam
prisla v roku 1990 ako 22-ro¢na v ramci programu
Students for Czechoslovakia (na Williams College
v Massachusetts sa venovala ruskym
a vychodoeurépskym studiam). Bola jednou zo
stoviek nadSencov spoza oceadnu, ktori k nam po
Neznej revolucii prisli ucit angli¢tinu. Mala hlboky
zmysel pre spravodlivost, organizatny talent
a zaujimala sa o rémsku problematiku. S Georgeom

Sorosom sa prvykrat stretla v New Yorku v roku 1992.

Nadéacia Open Society Fund bola zaregistrovana
na Slovensku v novembri 1992 a Rachel Tritt sa stala
jej prvou riaditelkou. Okrem nej v nadacii zacala
pracovat ako programova koordindtorka Jana
Hazirova a od roku 1993 Alena Panikové (vyStudovala

odbor estetika, slovensky jazyk a literatira na
Filozofickej fakulte UK), ktord sa v roku 1995 stala
vykonnou riaditelkou naddcie. Spravnu radu tvorili od

Rachel Tritt na Stupavskejikonferencil

Rachel Tritt at thefStupavalconterencel

FOUNDING THE OPEN
SOCIETY FUND

Instrumental in the process of establishing the
Open Society Fund in Bratislava was Rachel Tritt,
a dynamic, young American who was familiar with
the situation of the country where she had arrived in
1990 as a 22-year-old university graduate as part of
the Students for Czechoslovakia program. Having
majored in Russian and East European studies at
Williams College, Tritt was among the hundreds of
young enthusiasts from overseas who arrived in
Czechoslovakia after the Velvet Revolution to teach
English. She had a deep sense of justice, a talent to get
things done and she was particularly interested in
problems of the Romany population. She first met
George Soros in New York in 1992 and won his
confidence instantly.

The Open Society Fund was registered in Slovakia
in November 1992, and Rachel Tritt became its first
director. The post of program coordinator was filled
by Jana HaZirova. In 1993, the foundation was joined
by Alena Panikova who had majored in aesthetics,
Slovak language and literature at the Faculty of Arts of
Comenius University; two years later, Panikova
became the foundation's executive director. From the
very beginning until the present day, the board of
trustees comprised almost exclusively Slovak citizens.
The only exceptions were Rachel Tritt and Janet
Livingstone, two Americans who lived and worked in
Slovakia in the long term. Rudolf Chmel, a noted
literary scholar and diplomat, became the first
chairman of the OSF board of trustees.

The foundation was established as an
independent grant-operating Slovak legal entity
funded by the Open Society Institute (OSI) with
headquarters in New York. The available funds were
allocated to grants for fledgling Slovak non-
governmental organizations as well as its own
programs aimed at financing educational, cultural,
health service and media projects, awarding
fellowships to students and experts from various fields



zaCiatku dodnes obcania Slovenskej republiky.
Vynimkou boli dve Ameri¢anky, ktoré dlhodobo Zili
a profesiondlne poésobili na Slovensku — Rachel Tritt
a Janette Livingstone. Prvym predsedom Spravnej
rady OSF sa stal vyznamny literdrny vedec a diplomat

Rudolf Chmel.

Nadacia vznikla ako nezavisly grantovo-operacny
slovensky pravny subjekt z prostriedkov Open Society
Institute (OSI) so sidlom v New Yorku. Finan¢né
prostriedky boli ur¢ené na granty pre rodiace sa
slovenské mimovlddne organizdcie a vlastné
programy OSF zamerané najmd na vzdeldvacie,
kultdrne, zdravotnicke a medidlne programy,
podporu zahrani¢nych stazi studentov a odbornikov
z rbéznych sfér, rozvoj obcianskej spolocnosti
a filantropie, ochranu ludskych prav a riesenie
romskej problematiky. Velmi délezitym prvkom bolo
sietovanie a sprostredkovanie medzindrodnych
programov, ktoré pokryvali mnohé dovtedy
nerozvinuté oblasti, ktoré boli pocas totalitného
rezimu bud neziaduce, alebo jednoducho
nedocenené a zanedbdvané. Najma v prvych rokoch
OSI pontkalo transformujicim sa krajindm prenos

skusenostia odbornti expertizu.

Pracovnici a ¢lenovia'spravnej rady OSF / OSF staff and board.
Zlava / from left: RachelfTritt, Martin Bitora, Alena Panikova, Rudolf Chmel, Lev Bukovsky
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF

to study abroad, aiding development of civil society
and philanthropy, furthering human rights and
tackling problems of the Roma. A particularly
important aspect of its activities was networking and
mediating of international programs that focused on
many previously underdeveloped areas, which had
been either undesirable or simply unappreciated and
neglected during the totalitarian regime. The know-
how and expertise the OSI offered to post-communist
countries in transition was particularly invaluable in
the first several years after the Velvet Revolution.




ORGANIZACNY
VYVO)

A PRINCIPY
FUNGOVANIA
NADACIE

George Soros podporil po roku 1989 z vlastnych
prostriedkov zaloZenie narodnych nadécii otvorenej
spolo¢nosti prakticky v kazdom postkomunistickom
State. V niektorych pripadoch vratane Cesko-
Slovenska aj v jednotlivych stcastiach federacie. Pre
tdto oblast medzinarodnej podpory neexistoval u nas
precedens, neboli vytvorené nalezité ramce a tradicia.
George Soros Ucinkoval ako intuitivny hrac¢. Jeho
zasadou vo filantropii bolo opierat sa o talent
a zanietenost miestnych [udi, ktorym okrem znacnych
finanénych prostriedkov venoval déveru. Vacsinou si
vytipoval v prisluSnej krajine na zaklade kreditu
jedného-dvoch ludi, ktorych poveril zaloZenim
nezavislej nadacie. Bol pripraveny riskovat a zlyhania
riesit, pricom nezndasal byrokraciu a snobizmus. Od
pracovnikov nadacie vyzadoval skromnost a cenil si

odvahu pri prekonavani prekazok.

THE FOUNDATION'S
ORGANIZATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
AND OPERATING
PRINCIPLES

After 1989, George Soros invested his own money
in establishing national open society foundations in
almost all post-communist countries. In some cases,
as in the former Czechoslovakia, he did so in
individual republics of federative states. This type of
international aid was unprecedented throughout the
region; consequently, there was no legislative
framework or tradition. This forced Soros, who
resented bureaucracy, to act intuitively and improvise.
He was prepared to take chances and tackle potential
failures. His guiding principle in philanthropy was to
rely on the talent and ardour of local people whom he
endowed not only with significant amounts of funds
but, more importantly, with his trust. Based on
personal references, he would typically handpick one
or two individuals in every country and entrust them
with establishing an independent foundation. He
required modesty, integrity and courage to overcome

obstacles from all foundation employees.




Tim NOS - OSF na porade
Meeting of the NOS - OSF team
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF

Dlhodobé planovanie fungovania jednotlivych

nadacii Ci celej nadacnej siete bolo prakticky
nemozné. Zabrafoval tomu charakter fungovania
OSl, riadeného nekonvenénym ,Zijicim donorom”,
ako aj nepredvidatelny a neraz dramaticky vyvoj
v krajinach byvalého vychodného bloku. Niektoré
narodné nadacie otvorenej spoloc¢nosti v priebehu
rokov zanikli, niektoré sa transformovali na iné formy
mimovladnych organizacii a niektoré posobia
v podobnom modus operandi tak ako na zaciatku. Je
pozoruhodné, Ze slovenska nadécia, ktora operovala
v turbulentnom prostredi, si aj napriek postupnej
diverzifikacii finanénych zdrojov a vyvoja
programovej cinnosti zachovala po dvadsiatich
rokoch zakladné rysy — ako afilovany ¢len nadacne;j

siete Open Society Foundations poskytuje granty pre

It was virtually impossible to plan operations of
individual foundations, let alone the entire network,
in the long term. It was prevented by the very modus
operandi of the OSI| that was managed by the
unconventional “living donor” as well as the
unpredictable and often dramatic political
development in most countries of the former Soviet
bloc. With the passage of years, some national open
society foundations perished, others have been
transformed to different types of NGOs and yet
others have remained largely unchanged. It is quite
remarkable that the Slovak foundation, which
operated in a very turbulent environment, has
preserved its basic features even two decades later
despite gradually diversifying its financial resources

and shifting its program focus. As an affiliated
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mimovladne subjekty, pricom md aj vlastné programy.
Viaceré programové jednotky nadacie sa postupne
stavali autondmnymi a z niektorych vznikli
samostatné a finan¢ne nezdvislé mimovladne
organizacie — Nadacia Centrum stcasného umenia,
Nadécia Skola dokoran, Otvoreny klub lekarskej
spolo¢nosti, Plan B, n. o., Slovenska debatné asocidcia
a Slovensko-cesky zZensky fond.

Nadécia zacinala koncom roka 1992 s dvoma
pracovnikmi a s rozvojom programovej Ccinnosti
rozsirovala pocet zamestnancov. Dnes pracuje
v naddcii 12 ludi. Na jej Cele stala takmer 18 rokov, do
decembra 2013, Alena Panikovd. Na pracovnych
poziciach sa vystriedalo od zaciatku dodnes 90
pracovnikov. Za dve dekady nadéacia spolupracovala s
OSI v New Yorku s regiondlnymi riaditelkami: Pat
Klecandou, Francoise Girard a regionalnym riaditelom
Jonasom Rolettom.

Po prijati nada¢ného zakona, z ktorého vyplynula
povinnost preregistracie mimovladdnych organizécii

Foto: Pavol Demes

member of the Open Society Foundations network, it
continues to provide grants to non-governmental
subjects while pursuing its own programs. Several
programming units of the original foundation have
gradually become autonomous and evolved into
separate and financially independent foundations
(e.g. the Center for Contemporary Arts and the
Fund),
organizations (e.g. Wide Open School and Plan B) and

Slovak-Czech Women's non-profit
civic associations (e.g. Open Medical Club and the
Slovak Debate Association).

The foundation launched its activities in late 1992
with a staff of two, which kept growing hand in hand
with the diversification of its program portfolio.
Today, the foundation employs 12 people. For almost
18 years it was managed by Alena Panikovéa who held
the post until December 2013. During the two
decades of its existence, the foundation gradually
employed a total of 90 people and cooperated with
Pat Klecanda, Francoise Girard and Jonas Rolett in the

capacity of regional OSI managersin New York.




vyvijajucich grantovd cinnost (dovtedy vykonavali
¢innost na zéklade registracie podla Obcianskeho
zakonnika), sa spravna rada rozhodla v roku 1997
premenovat nadéaciu na Nadacia otvorenej
spolo¢nosti— Open Society Foundation (NOS — OSF).

George Soros narodné nadacie otvorenej
spolo¢nosti neriadil a neriadi. Vytvoril znacne
decentralizovany systém nezavislych a volne
spolupracujucich nadacii. Po schvéleni prostriedkov
v jeho centréale OSI v New Yorku, na zdklade odpoctu
a predloZenej Ziadosti podloZenej analyzami situacie,
je za strategické riadenie zodpovednd Sesttlenna
spravnarada. V spravnej rade slovenskej OSF, ktord sa
pravidelne obmiefia, poésobili za dve dekady
reSpektované osobnosti zo sféry Skolstva, vedy,
kultdry, médii, mimovladnych organizacii
i samospravy. Nikdy neboli v ¢ase svojho ¢lenstva
v spravnej rade aktivni politici. P6sobenie v spravnej
rade nie je honorované. Na predsednickom poste
spravnej rady sa postupne vystriedali Rudolf Chmel,
Maéria Zelenakova, Iveta Radi¢ov4, Katarina Vajdova,

Eugen Jurzyca a Zuzana KuSova.

After the national parliament passed the
Foundation Act, which ordered re-registration of
grant-providing non-governmental organizations
(previously they had been registered in compliance
with the Civic Code), the Board of Trustees in 1997
decided to change the foundation's name to Nadéacia
otvorenej spolo¢nosti — Open Society Foundation
(NOS-OSF).

George Soros has never been in charge of
managing national open society foundations. He has
created a rather decentralized system of independent
and freely cooperating foundations. Strategic
management of the NOS — OSF has always been in
the hands of a six-member Board of Trustees, which
submits not only requests for financing supported by
situation analyses but also evaluations and annual
reports to the OSI headquarters in New York.
Members of the NOS — OSF Board of Trustees have
never been remunerated and have rotated regularly;
during the two decades of its existence, the board
featured a number of respected personalities from the
domain of education, science, culture, media, the

19



20

Nadécia sa pri posudzovani projektov vzdy
opierala o stanoviska odbornych komisii zloZzenych z
renomovanych odbornikov na prislusnt oblast. Za
doterajsie obdobie ¢innosti v nich posobili stovky
Specialistov z oblasti Skolstva, kultiry, vedy

amimovladnych organizacii.

Viaceri byvali ¢lenovia Spravnej rady NOS — OSF
dosiahli vyznamné posty vo verejnom Zivote.
Napriklad Pavol Deme$ bol ministrom
medzinarodnych vztahov a poradcom prezidenta SR,
Rudolf Chmel bol ministrom kultdry a neskér
podpredsedom vlady SR a opakovane poslancom NR
SR, Iveta RadiCovd bola ministerkou préce
asocialnych veci a neskér predsednickou vlady, Eugen
Jurzyca bol ministrom $kolstva, Stefan Markus bol
velvyslancom v Madarsku, Martin Butora
velvyslancom SR v USA, Kalman Pet8cz velvyslancom
SR pri OSN v Zeneve, Katarina Vajdova bola

riaditelkou kancelérie premiérky.

Niektori z byvalych ¢lenov spravnej rady su
stcastou Rady starSich, ktora pésobi pre vedenie
aspravnu radu nadacie ako poradny orgén.

third sector and self-governance. The board was
chaired by Rudolf Chmel followed by Maria
Zelendkova, Iveta Radic¢ova, Katarina Vajdovéa, Eugen
Jurzyca and Zuzana KuSova.

When evaluating projects to be supported, the
foundation has always relied on positions of expert
commissions that comprised renowned capacities in
particular areas. These commissions have included
hundreds of specialists from the field of education,
culture, science and the third sector.

While none of its members was ever politically
active during their stint at the NOS — OSF Board of
Trustees, a number of its former members have held
important political and public posts either before or
after. For instance, Pavol Demes served as minister of
international relations and advisor to the President of
the Slovak Republic Michal Kovac; Rudolf Chmel held
the post of culture minister and later deputy prime
minister and was elected several times to the National
Council of the Slovak Republic; Iveta Radi¢ova was
minister of labour, social affairs and family and later
led the cabinet; Eugen Jurzyca held the post of
education minister; Stefan Marku$ was Slovakia's
ambassador to Hungary; Martin Batora was Slovakia's
ambassador to the United States; Kalman Pet6cz was
Slovakia's ambassador to the United Nations in
Geneva; Katarina Vajdova was in charge of Prime
Minister Radicova's office.

Some of the former members of the board of
trustees have formed the so-called council of elders,

which acts as an advisory body to the board.



Sucasné sidlo NOS — OSF na Bastovej ul. 5 viBratislave
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The current headquarters of the NOS — OSF, 5 Bastova Street, Bratislava

Foto: Pavol Demes

SIDLO
NADACIE

Nadécia sidlila od svojho vzniku v novembri 1992
az do roku 2000 v budove na Staromestskej ulici 6
v Bratislave. V tychto priestoroch boli do Neznej
revollcie ucebne pre aparat Komunistickej strany
Slovenska. V znédmej ,nadacnej budove"”, ktord
trapila najmda Meciarovych ideolégov, malo sidlo
viacero novych mimovladnych organizacii — Nadécia
Charty 77, Vzdelavacia Nadécia Jana Husa, Slovensky
helsinsky vybor, Slovenska spolo¢nost pre zahrani¢nt
politiku (SFPA), hnutie Human. Okrem toho tam sidlili
vydavatelstva Kalligram a Archa, tyzdennik Kultarny
zivot, ako aj slovenskd redakcia Réadia Slobodna

Eurépa.

V roku 1993 nadacia otvorila svoju kancelariu na
vychodnom Slovensku v PreSove s cielom byt co
najblizSie fudom z najchudobnejsich regiénov

a efektivnejsie realizovat rémske projekty.

THE FOUNDATION'S
HEADQUARTERS

From its founding in November 1992 until 2000,
the foundation had its headquarters at Staromestska
6 in Bratislava. In a way, the building is one of the
symbols of the Velvet Revolution as it used to serve
the apparatus of the Communist Party of Slovakia.
After 1989

a “foundation building”, which has always been

November it was turned into
a thorn in the side of various ideologues, particularly
supporters of former prime minister Vladimir Mediar;
for many years it sheltered various non-governmental
organizations, including Charter 77 Foundation, Jan
Slovak Helsinki

Committee, Slovak Foreign Policy Association (SFPA),

Hus Educational Foundation,

and the Human movement. Besides, it also
accommodated Kaligram and Archa publishing
houses, the Kultirny Zivot weekly, and the Slovak

branch of Radio Free Europe.
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Povodné sidlo NOS — OSF na Staromestskej 6 v Bratislave
Former seat of the NOS — OSF, Staromestska Street, Bratislava
Foto: Pavol Deme$

V roku 2000 sa nadacia prestahovala do
zrekonstruovanej trojposchodovej historickej budovy
na BaStovej 5, ktoru vlastni Open Society Institute.
BaStova ulica patri k najstar$im zachovanym uliciam
v Bratislave. Je to najuzSia ulica v meste. Nové
priestory NOS — OSF sa stali zndmym miestom
stretavania predstavitelov. MVO. Open Gallery,
suterén budovy sltzi ako vystavny priestor a miesto
zaujimavych diskusii a prezentacnych podujati.
Budova sa stala doslova domom mimovladnych
organizacii, dnes tu sidlia: Forum donorov, Slovensko-
Cesky zensky fond, Minorma, KC Dunaj, Aliancia
Stara trznica, Hlava 98, Bratislavsky majales, Institat
pre verejné otazky, Slovensky helsinsky vybor,
Romano Kher — Rémsky dom. Nada¢néd kniznica
obsahuje takmer 10 000 unikatnych publikacii.

In 1993, the foundation opened a new bureau in
Presov in order to be as close as possible to people
from the country's poorest regions and increase its
effectiveness in implementing projects designed for
the Roma who are mainly inhabitants of eastern
Slovakia.

In 2000, the foundation moved to a recently
refurbished three-story historical building at Bastova
5, which is owned by the OSI. Bastova Street is one of
the most ancient and cozy streets preserved in
Bratislava's Old Town and is the narrowest street in
Bratislava. The new headquarters of the NOS — OSF
has become the meeting point for anyone of any
significance in the country's third sector. The Open
Gallery in the building's basement serves as the venue
for exhibitions, interesting public discussions and
various presentations. The building has become the
home for many non-governmental organizations; it
currently shelters the Slovak Donors' Forum, Slovak-
Czech Women's Fund, Minorma, KC Dunaj, Old
Marketplace Alliance, Hlava 98, Bratislavsky majales,
Institute for Public Affairs, Slovak Helsinki Committee,
Romano Kher - Rémsky dom [Romany House]. The
foundation library features almost 10,000 unique
publications.
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NADACIA
A JEJ FINANCNE
ZDROJE

Nadéacia sa od svojho vzniku sustredila na
transparentné, profesionélne a efektivne nakladanie
so zverenymi a ziskanymi finan¢nymi prostriedkami.
Snazila sa zaroven vplyvat na rozvoj filantropickej
etiky a kultdry na Slovensku, pri¢om uz v prvych
rokoch fungovania prijala svoj eticky kddex.
Informacie o svojom financovani zverejfiuje vo
vyro¢nych spravach, ktoré st dostupné na webovej
stranke nadacie. Nadacia pravidelne prechadza
doméacimi i medzindrodnymi auditmi. Za celé
doterajsie dvadsatrocné fungovanie nadacia ziskala
financie na svoje programy od mnozstva donorov
(bolo ich viac ako 20, pricom iSlo okrem zahrani¢nych
nadacii o zdroje EU, Svetovej banky, Eurdpskej
komisie, slovenské Statne zdroje, prostriedky
zahrani¢nych velvyslanectiev a domécich
podnikatelskych subjektov), ¢o je urcite prejavom
toho, Ze nadécia v stlade s platnymi zakonmi naklada
s poskytnutymi finanénymi zdrojmi transparentne

a profesionalne.

siglo otvorenej spolo¢nosti'v Univrzite 'kr_\iini?i v Bratislave
[Blisetission about an open sagiety atithe University:Library in Bratislava
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF

THE FOUNDATION
AND ITS FINANCIAL
RESOURCES

From the very outset, the foundation has always
striven for transparent, professional and effective
handling of received funds. At the same time, it has
furthered development of philanthropist ethics and
culture in Slovakia based on its own Code of Ethics
that was adopted during the initial years of its
The
management in the form of detailed annual reports is

existence. information on its financial
publicly available on the foundation's official website.
The foundation is regularly subjected to domestic as
well as international audits. In two decades of its
existence, the foundation's programs received funds
from more than 20 donors (besides foreign
foundations, they included European Union, World
Bank, European Commission, Slovakia's state budget,
foreign countries' embassies and domestic businesses)
which certainly serves as a warranty that the
foundation handles the entrusted funds transparently,
professionally and in compliance with valid laws.
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Vyska financnych prostriedkov, z ktorej nadéacia
financovala svoju ¢innost v tomto obdobi (granty,
vlastné programy a sprava nadécie), dosiahla 57
miliénov doléarov, z ¢oho George Soros poskytol asi
49,5 milina USD. Na spravu pouzila nadécia priblizne
13 percent financii.

Prvych zhruba osem rokov nadéacia administrovala
takmer vylu¢ne zdroje pochadzajlice z Open Society
Institute, New York (George Soros). Az neskér sa
sustredila na ziskavanie alternativnych zdrojov. Stéle
si pritom zachovavala charakter nadacie, ktora si
okrem grantovej C¢innosti udrziavala aj vlastné

programy, opierajlicsa o vlastni expertizu.

George Soros poskytoval cez OSI narodnym

nadacidam zdroje v rocnych intervaloch, nebol
zastancom tvorby rezervnych fondov a zékladin. OSF
musela vypracovavat kazdoro¢ne podrobny odpocet
svojej ¢innosti a zdovodnit v Ziadosti opodstatnenost
Ziadosti dokladne

posudzovali poverené odborné komisie, programovi

pridelenia dalsich zdrojov.

$pecialisti a vedenie OSI, na Cele s jeho prezidentom
(@z do roku 2011 nim bol Aryeh Neier, ktorého

vystriedal Christopher Stone).

[Publikacielalprojektyfnadaciel
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The overall volume of funds the foundation used
to finance its activities during the examined period
(i.e. grants, own programs and administration)
reached $57 million of which George Soros donated
approximately $49.5 million. About 13 percent of
total
administration.

funds were used for the foundation's

During the first eight years or so, the foundation
almost exclusively administered funds that had been
provided by the OSI in New York. Later, it began to
target funds from alternative sources while preserving
the character of a foundation, which apart from
providing grants also pursued its own programs that
were based on its expertise.

George Soros has always provided funds to
national foundations annually via the OSI as he was
never a proponent of reserve funds or endowments.
Every year, NOS — OSF is required to elaborate a
detailed report on its activities and justify the
allocation of further funds. The reports have always
been scrutinized by expert commissions, program
specialists and the OSI board led by its president
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Nadécia vdaka svojej praci nadobudla povest
efektivneho a spolahlivého donora. Po roku 2000
ziskala zdroje na granty pre slovenské MVO od
nasledovnych subjektov: Mott Foundation, konzorcia
americkych nadécii Trust for Civil Society in Central
and Eastern Europe, prostriedkov EU a Eurépskeho
hospodarskeho priestoru (EEA Grants — tzv. nérske
fondy). Od roku 2005 spravuje aj prostriedky vlady
SR uréené na stipendid pre romskych studentov.

Pre vlastné projekty zamerané na Romov,
mimovladne organizécie, média a kvalitu demokracie
bola nadacia schopné ziskat prostriedky napriklad od
velvyslanectiev USA, Kanady, Velkej Britanie
a Holandska, Svetovej banky, Eurdpskej komisie,
Slovenskej sporitelne, spolo¢nosti Slovak Telecom
a v menSom rozsahu od podnikatelskych subjektov

a jednotlivcov.

V stiasnosti je rocny rozpocet nadacie (uréeny na
granty, vlastnd ¢innost a spravu) priblizne 1,8 miliéna
eur, z ¢oho je asi polovica zo zdrojov Georgea Sorosa.
Nadécia si udrzuje grantovo-operatny charakter
s tendenciou dalSieho zniZovania zdrojov
pochadzajtcich od jej zakladatela.

Aryeh Neier, who was replaced by Christopher Stone
in2011.

Based on its long-term flawless performance, the
foundation has built the reputation of an effective and
reliable partner. Since 2000, it raised funds for grants
from the following donors: the Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation, the consortium of American foundations
Trust for Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe,
EU funds and European Economic Area (EEA) Grants,
also known as Norwegian Funds. Since 2005, it has
also administered Slovak state budget funds
earmarked for scholarships of Romany students.

For its own projects targeting the Roma, non-
governmental organizations, media and furthering
democracy, the foundation has received funds from
U.S., Canadian, British and Dutch embassies, the
World Bank, the European Commission, Slovak
Savings Bank, Slovak Telecom and, to a smaller extent,
from businesses and individuals.

Currently, the foundation's annual budget

(including grants, its own programs and
administration) is approximately €1.8 million; about
half of that amount is still contributed by George
Soros. Besides preserving its grant-operating
character, the foundation has a long-term goal to
further reduce the share of funds that come from its

founder.
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PROGRAMOVE
ZAMERANIE A
AKTIVITY NOS - OSF

NOS — OSF je grantovo-operacna nadécia, ktord
za ostatné dve dekady poskytla na Slovensku najvacsi
objem prostriedkov zo vSetkych domacich
a zahrani¢nych nadécii, pricom mala najsirSi zaber
podporovanych aktivit. Zo Sirokého portfélia nadacia
udelila najviac prostriedkov pre oblast Skolstva
a vzdelavania, na rieSenie rémskej problematiky
a rozvoj mimovladneho sektora. Programy sa
postupne vyvijali spolu s meniacim sa prostredim
a novymi vyzvami. Niektoré programy pretrvavaju
dodnes, ako podpora projektov. MVO v oblasti
[udskych prav a demokracie, rémske projekty, iné boli

postupne ukoncené.

Za dve dekady sa NOS — OSF okrem grantovej
¢innosti  vypracovala na uznavani mimovladnu
institlciu, ktord pomohla vlastnymi aktivitami
a expertizou k spoloc¢ensko-politickej transformécii
Slovenska a jeho

integracii do zapadnych

demokratickych zoskupent.

Diskusia o otvorenej spolo¢nosti
Discussion on an open society
Foto: Archiv.NOS — OSF

e

Viktoria Mlynarcikova a'Jana Paczkowska)
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF

PROGRAM FOCUS
AND ACTIVITIES
OF NOS - OSF

NOS — OSF is a grant-operating foundation that
over the past two decades channelled more funds to
Slovakia than any other foundation, domestic or
foreign, and its scope of supported activities was
equally unparalleled. The greatest share of funds has
been allocated to training and education, tackling
problems of the Roma and furthering development of
the non-governmental sector. Its programs gradually
evolved as the environment kept changing and new
challenges kept arising. While some programs have
been gradually phased out, others have persevered
until the present day, for instance those that support
projects aimed at furthering human rights and quality
of democracy or projects targeting the Roma.

But providing grants was not the end of it. In the
course of its existence, NOS — OSF has become
a highly-respected non-governmental institution
whose activities and expertise have catalyzed socio-
political transformation of Slovakia and its integration
into western democratic groupings.



Vzdelavanie,
skolstvo
a veda

George Soros a Open Society Institute kladli po

pade Berlinskeho mura osobitnli pozornost na
skvalitnenie vzdelavania v krajinach byvalého
vychodného bloku. Po NeZnej revoldcii a otvoreni
hranic smerom na zdpad u ndas rapidne narastol
zaujem o Stadium v zahrani¢i, o vyucbu cudzich
jazykov (najmd anglictiny) a ziskavanie novych
partnerstiev, vedomosti a zru¢nosti. V situdcii, kedy
[udia a institicie na Slovensku mali limitované
finan¢né zdroje a kontakty so zdpadom, George Soros
a jeho OSI promptne zareagovali na tdto vyzvu
a spolocensky zaujem. Uz pred zaloZenim NOS — OSF
George Soros podporoval zahrani¢né staze
a Stipendia slovenskych Sstudentov, vedeckych
a odbornych pracovnikov na strednych a hlavne
vysokych Skolach. Dialo sa tak najméa prostrednictvom
Nadacie Charty 77.

Training,
education
and science

After the fall of the Berlin Wall, George Soros and
the Open Society Institute attributed special
importance to improving the quality of education in
central and eastern European countries. Following the
Velvet Revolution and opening of the western border,
people in Slovakia were increasingly interested in
studying abroad, learning foreign languages
(especially English), establishing new partnerships
and obtaining new knowledge and skills. In a situation
when individuals as well as institutions in Slovakia
suffered from the shortage of available funds yet
yearned for contacts with the West, George Soros and
his OSI promptly stepped up to the challenge and
completely filled this demand. Long before founding
of NOS — OSF, Soros supported educational stays
abroad and disbursed scholarships for Slovak

students,

scientists and experts from secondary
Most of this
support was provided via the Charter 77 Foundation.

schools but especially universities.
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Bratislava bola v roku 1990 dokonca hortcim
kandiddtom na zriadenie Stredoeurdpskej univerzity
(CEU - Central European University), do ktorej
americky filantrop vlozil velké prostriedky. Politicka
situdcia na Slovensku vsak nebola tomuto projektu
naklonend a napokon medzinarodne akreditovana
vzdeldvacia institdcia, kde sa vyucuju v anglictine
najmd spolocenské a humanitné vedy, nasla svoje
sidlo v roku 1991 v Budapesti, s pobockami v Prahe
a Varsave. George Soros tiez ciastocne podporil
zriadenie dvoch novych vzdeldvacich ustanovizni na
Slovensku — Academiu Istropolitana Nova a Trnavsku
univerzitu.

Podpora vzdelavania a vedy nabrala novu
dynamiku po zriadeni samostatnej Sorosovej nadacie
na Slovensku. Pre NOS — OSF sa tato oblast stala
prioritnou a George Soros do nej u nas investoval
spomedzi vSetkych oblasti najviac prostriedkov.
Granty pre vzdeldvacie projekty li priamo z fondov,
ktoré ziskala NOS — OSF z newyorskej centraly OSI,
alebo z grantovych schém vytvorenych pre krajiny
strednej a vychodnej Eurépy.

Stratégiou nadacie od zaciatku jej posobenia bolo
na zéklade verejnych sutazi, do ktorych sa mobhli

zapojit vzdeldvacie inStitdcie, mimovlddne
organizacie a jednotlivci. Ziadosti posudzovali
odbornici z praxe a vysledky boli zverejiiované na
webovej stranke nadécie, ako aj v jej vyrocnych

spravach.

Okrem podpory pre obcanov Slovenskej
republiky naddcia zabezpecovala aj pozyvanie
ucitelov a odbornikov z Eurépy a Ameriky k nam.
Viaceré z tychto mobilitnych a vzdelavacich
programov nadacia administrovala sama, niektoré
dokonca aj po odzneni financovania od Georgea

Sorosa.

In 1990, Bratislava was even considered a hot
candidate to accommodate the Central European
University (CEU),
philanthropist invested considerable funds.

in which the American

Unfortunately, Slovakia's political representation at
the time was not inclined toward this project.
Eventually, the internationally accredited educational
institution with English-language curricula focusing
on social studies and humanities dropped anchor in
1991 in Budapest with branches in Prague and
Warsaw. Soon afterwards, George Soros showed he
was far from holding a grudge by supporting the
founding of two new educational establishments in
Slovakia — namely Academia Istropolitana Nova and
Trnava University.

Support for educational and scientific projects
gained new dynamism after Soros had established a
separate foundation in Slovakia. From the very
beginning, NOS — OSF viewed both areas as top
priorities and allocated more funds to them than to
any other area. The grants for educational projects
were channelled directly from the OSI headquarters in
New York or from grant schemes created specifically
for central and eastern European countries.

From the outset, the foundation's philosophy was
to provide grants to the broadest possible circle of
applicants based on public tenders in which
educational establishments, non-governmental
organizations and individuals were encouraged to
take part. The applications were evaluated by experts
in particular areas and the results of tenders were
published on the foundation's official website as well

asinitsannual reports.

Besides supporting citizens of the Slovak Republic,
the foundation also financed stays of teachers,
lecturers and experts from Western Europe and North
America in Slovakia. The foundation administered
several of these mobility educational programs on its
own; some of them continued to be financed even
after the funding from George Soros had dried up.
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PREDSKOLSKE ZARIADENIA

NOS - OSF sa v zaciatkoch svojej cinnosti
venovala aj podpore programov zameranych na deti
predskolského veku, vyuZivajic pritom Specifické
know-how z USA. Program Head Start sprostredkoval
skusenosti a novy pohlad na pracu s detmi a nové
pristupy k predskolskej vychove a vzdelavaniu zo
strany pedagdgov, expertoy, zriadovatelov a rodicov.
Program rozvijali Eva Kon¢okova a Eva Durikova.
Nadacia poskytla aj priamu materidlnu pomoc pre
desiatky materskych $kol po celom Slovensku. Tento
program sa v roku 1994 osamostatnil ako Nadacia
Skola dokoréan a jeho aktivnym pokracovatefom sa
dnes stala neziskova organizacia Skola dokoran.

STREDNE SKOLY

Nadécia od svojho vzniku podporila stovky
strednych $kél po celom Slovensku. Finan¢né podpora
sla na pestrl paletu projektov (napr. rozvoj a ¢innost
krazkov, vydavanie Skolskych casopisov), Stipendia
a stdze na zahrani¢nych skolach pre talentovanych
Studentov a ucitelov. Vdaka NOS - OSF a jej

PRE-SCHOOL ESTABLISHMENTS

In the early stages of its operation in Slovakia,
NOS — OSF also supported programs designed for
children of pre-school age, using specific know-how
from the United States. The Head Start program
focused on passing on experience in the field of pre-
school education along with a new approach to this
specialized field of teaching and child rearing to
teachers and instructors in education, administrators
and parents. Instrumental in developing the program
were Eva Konéokovad and Eva Durikova. The
foundation also provided direct material support to
dozens of kindergartens all around Slovakia. The
program was split off in 1994, and today it is
administered by the School Wide Open non-profit
organization.

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Since its emergence, the foundation has
supported hundreds of secondary schools all over
Slovakia. The financial support focused on a broad

range of projects, for instance developing amateur
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partnerstvu s American Secondary School for
International Students and Teachers (ASSIST), USA,
a Headmasters' and Headmistresses' Conference
(HMC) Projects for Central and Eastern Europe, Velka
Britdnia, bolo doposial na rocnych Studijnych
pobytoch na strednych Skolach v USA a Velkej Britanii
viac ako 250 stredoskolakov. Podpora zahrani¢nych
stazi, aj ked v limitovanom pocte, trva do dnesnych

dni.

Pre rozvoj kritického myslenia a komunikacnych
zrucnosti slizilo zaloZenie a podpora siete debatnych
klubov na strednych Skolach v roku 1995. Po piatich
rokoch sa tento program osamostatnil a vznikla
efektivna Slovenskd debatnd asociacia, ktora
dosahuje na domdcej i medzindrodnej scéne
pozoruhodné vysledky. Program koordinovali Jana

Hazirova a Marek Mikle.

NOS — OSF organizuje od roku 1994 sttaz v pisani
eseji v anglickom jazyku pre Studentov gymnazii —
English Essay Competition. Tato sitaz, ktorad
kazdorocne prinasa prehlad o nédzoroch Studentov
gymnazii na dianie v spolo¢nosti, sa stala velmi

populdrnou. V stcéasnosti je do nej zapojenych

-—-, T— -‘_ .

Foto: Tomas Halasz

clubs, publishing school magazines, and disbursing
scholarships to allow talented students and
pedagogues to study at schools abroad. Thanks to its
partnerships with the American Secondary School for
International Students and Teachers (ASSIST) from
the United States and the Headmasters' and
Headmistresses' Conference (HMC) Projects for
Central and Eastern Europe from Great Britain, NOS —
OSF has sent over 250 secondary school students to
one-year educational stays at secondary schools in
the United States and Great Britain. Although the
foundation's support of educational stays abroad has
somewhat decreased, it has continued to the present
day.

In order to further development of critical thought
and communication skills, in 1995 the foundation
established and supported a network of debate clubs
in Slovak secondary schools. The program branched
off five years later, giving birth to the Slovak Debate
Association, which has since achieved remarkable
results on the domestic as well as international scene.
The program was coordinated by Jana Hazirova and
Marek Mikle.



takmer polovica slovenskych gymnazii. Nadécia
vydava kazdé tri roky zbornik vitaznych préac.
Programy pre stredné Skoly nest pecat Eleny
Smolinskej, Jany HaZirovej, Katariny Stulajterovej,

anajma Katariny Krizkove;.

Priekopnicku ulohu zohrala NOS - OSF pri
zavadzani internetu na strednych Skolach. V rokoch
1995 — 1999 pomohla financne a metodicky
k zavedeniu internetu na 135 3kolach. Nadécia
investovala 12 500 000 Sk do technického vybavenia
skol, ako su servery, modemy, do poplatkov za
internetové pripojenie i do dalSich aktivit, napr.
workshopov, 3$koleni a priruciek. Programovou
manazérkou internetového programu bola Katarina
PiSutova, pricom sa nadacia opierala o pomoc ucitelov
a poradcov zo sféry IT. Celoslovensky program
informatizacie strednych 3kél po Styroch rokoch
prerastol do projektu Infovek, ktory je v gescii
Ministerstva Skolstva SR.

Diskusialof inkluzivnom vzdflévani
Discussionfontanlinclusive education

Since 1994, NOS — OSF has organized the English
Essay Competition, a contest in writing essays in the
English language for secondary grammar school
students. The competition, which annually provides a
snapshot of students' views on recent developments
within Slovak society, has become extremely popular.
At this point, almost half of all secondary grammar
schools in Slovakia participate in it. Every three years,
the foundation publishes an anthology of winning
essays. Elena Smolinsk4, Jana HaZirov4, Katarina
Stulajterova and especially Katarina Krizkova have
put their unmistakable stamps on most programs for
secondary schools.

NOS — OSF played a pioneering role in improving
Internet connectivity in Slovak secondary schools.
Between 1995 and 1999, it provided financial and
methodological support aimed at establishing
Internet connection to 135 schools. The foundation
invested 12.5 million Slovak crowns (€415,000) into
providing hardware equipment such as servers and
modemes, subsidizing Internet connection fees as well
as other activities such as organizing workshops,
providing training and publishing manuals. The
manager of the foundation's Internet program was
Katarina Pisttova who relied on the assistance of
teachers and experienced IT advisors. After four
years, the nationwide program of secondary schools'
computerization gradually grew into Infovek
[Infoagel, a project that is currently implemented
under the auspices of the Ministry of Education.

Absolventi stipendijného programu pre stredoskolakov
Secondary school scholarship alumni
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF




VYSOKE SKOLY

NOS — OSF vlozila do vzdelavania vlastné zdroje
uréené pre vysoké Skoly. Do rozsiahleho
medzindrodného programu na podporu vyssieho
vzdeldvania HESP (Higher Education Support
Program), financovaného Georgeom Sorosom na
regionalnej, resp. globalnej baze, bolo zapojené
i Slovensko. Financ¢né prostriedky boli urcené na
podporu transformacie vysokych 3kol v oblasti
Studijnych osnov a metdd vyucovania, zvysenie
Urovne vyucby, podporu vzdjomnej a medzinarodne;j
spoluprace univerzit. Slovenskym 3$pecifikom bolo
zaradenie vysokych 3kél prirodovednych
a technickych smerov do tohto programu. Nadacia
tiez poskytovala pomoc talentovanym Studentom,
Studentom,

postgraduédlnym vedeckym

a pedagogickym pracovnikom.

UNIVERSITIES

It would be hard to find an education system
segment on which NOS - OSF focused more
painstakingly than higher education. Slovakia actively
participated in Higher Education Support Program
(HESP), an extensive international program financed
by George Soros on the regional as well as the global
level. The provided financial support was earmarked
for supporting transformation of Slovak universities in
terms of study curricula and teaching methods,
improvement of the quality of provided education as
well as mutual and international cooperation between
universities. A specific feature of Slovakia's
participation was the particularly active involvement
of natural science and technical universities in the
program. Needless to say, the foundation also
awarded scholarships to talented students,
postgraduate students, and accomplished scientists
and professors.

Vzdelavacie kurzy - projekt'Nadacie’Milana Simecku
Training courses - a project of the Milan Simecka Foundation
- Foto: Archiv. NOS - OSF




PODPORA MOBILIT

Nadécia podporovala az do roku 2000 program
Nadécie Charty 77 —Sorosov cestovny grant. Obracali
sa na fu tisice uchadzacov, ktori Ziadali o podporu ich
zahrani¢nych Studijnych pobytov, Gcasti na stazach
a vedeckych konferenciach. Stovky z nich finan¢nu
podporu ziskali. Niekedy Slo o celé alebo Ciastocné
Skolné, inokedy o preplatenie cestovnych (i
pobytovych nakladov, konferenénych poplatkov,

zdravotného poistenia a pod.

NOS - OSF popritom sama ponukala moznost
uchédzat sa o vysokoskolské staze a vymenné pobyty
pre ucitelov a vedeckych pracovnikov na prestiznych
americkych ¢i britskych univerzitach, ktoré vytvorili
partnerstvo s OSI Oxford University
Osobitnd

predstavuju stipendid na Stredoeurdpskej univerzite

(napr.
a Cambridge University). kapitolu
(CEU) v nedalekej Budapesti, kde mohli ziskat
magisterské ¢i postgradudlne vzdelanie
v humanitnych odboroch viaceri slovenski odbornici

apedagogovia.

Rozsahom nevelky, no pozoruhodny bol program
stipendii na slovenskych vysokych 3kolach pre
studentov z krajin byvalej Juhoslavie, ktori sa
z dévodu vojnovych konfliktov nemohli vratit domov.

Tim Nadéacie Charty 77 / Charter 77 Foundation team. Zlava
/ from left, Martin Giertl, Anna Trebatickd, Zuzana Szatmary

P S8

SUPPORTING MOBILITY

Until 2000, the foundation disbursed Soros Travel
Grants through the Charter 77 Foundation.
Throughout the 1990s, it was approached by
thousands of applicants who asked it to support their
educational

stays, research fellowships and

participation in scientific conferences abroad.
Hundreds of them received financial support; some
saw their tuition fees financed in full or in part while
others saw their travel or accommodation costs,

conference fees, or health insurance reimbursed.

At the same time, NOS — OSF offered exchange
stays and research fellowships for students, teachers
and researchers at prestigious American and British
universities that formed partnerships with OSI (e.g.
Oxford University and Cambridge University).
A specific chapter has been written by the Central
European University (CEU) in nearby Budapest where
anumber of Slovak experts and pedagogues obtained
their master's or postgraduate degrees in humanities.

There was a rather small but nevertheless
remarkable program of scholarships at Slovak
universities for students from the countries of the
former Yugoslavia who had fled their homeland as
a result of the war that plagued the Balkan region
throughoutthe 1990s.

Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF

33



34

GRANTY PRE JEDNOTLIVCOV A VYSKUM

Finan¢ne podvyzivené vysoké Skoly mali po
otvoreni hranic problém wudrzat si kvalitnych
pedagégov a Studentov. NOS - OSF podporilo
rieSenie tohto problému doplnkovou finan¢nou
podporou vybranych externych ucitelov
a postgradualnych $tudentov. Slo najmi o oblast
humanitnych a ekonomickych vied, ktoré prechadzali
po pade komunizmu zdsadnou obsahovou
a metodickou transformaciou. Popri individuélnej
podpore nadacia grantovo podporila aj mnohé

vyskumné projekty a odborné publikacie.

GRANTS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND RESEARCH

After the Iron Curtain had been lifted, financially
undernourished Slovak universities faced a problem
of keeping their top professors and students. NOS —
OSF tried to help solve this problem by providing
additional financial support to select teachers and
postgraduate students. In doing so, it targeted
primarily universities focusing on humanities and
economics, which after the collapse of communism
went through a fundamental curricular and
methodological transformation. Apart from
supporting individuals, the foundation also disbursed
grants to a number of research projects and
publications.



ericky uditel'z Gymnazia J. Papanka
lasovani vysledkov sutaze v pisani
eseji v angli ko jazyku

Paul N\cCuIIg‘Jgrh, an American teacher from J. Papanek
Gymnasium in Bratislava
English Essay, Competitio
Foto: Archiv NOS'= OSF.

Paul McCullough, am
v Bratislav v

announcing the results of the

ZISKAVANIE UCITELOV ANGLICTINY

NOS - OSF reagovala tiez na akutnu potrebu
vyucby angli¢tiny. Sprostredkovala pre slovenské
skoly desiatky lektorov anglického jazyka z USA
a inych krajin. V rokoch 1993 — 2001 vyucovalo na
roznych gymnaziach a vysokych Skoldch v ramci
celého Slovenska 46 lektorov, napr. na Gymnaziu sv.
Mikulésa v PreSove, Gymnaziu L. Stdra v Trendine,
Evanjelickom gymnaziu v Banskej Bystrici, Gymnéaziu
v Myjave, 1. sikromnom gymnaziu v Bratislave, ako
aj na PreSovskej univerzite v PreSove a FF UKF v Nitre.
DusSou programu bola Elena Smolinska.

MIMOSKOLSKE VZDELAVACIE PROJEKTY

NOS - OSF manazovala niekolko rokov aj vlastné
vzdelavacie projekty orientované na velmi Ziadané
oblasti. Projekt Vychova k zdravému zivotnému Stylu
(Health Education Program) koordinovala v rokoch
1993 — 1999 Jana Hazirova. V ramci neho sa malo
moznost po celom Slovensku vzdelavat asi 13 000
Ucastnikov, predovsetkym pedagdgov. Pocas 472
vikendovych seminarov sa preberali témy ako
protidrogovd prevencia, zdrava vyziva, sexudlna
vychova, prevencia HIV-AIDS, komunika¢né
zru¢nosti a dalSie. Semindre viedli skiseni domaci

i zahrani¢ni lektori, ktori pripravili pre Skolenia aj

RECRUITING
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS

NOS — OSF also reacted to the acute need of
improving the quality of English language teaching,
by arranging for the arrival of dozens of English
language lecturers from the United States and other
countries who taught at Slovak schools. Between
1993 and 2001, a total of 46 lecturers taught English
at various secondary grammar schools and
universities around Slovakia, including the Grammar
School of St. Nicolas in Presov, the Grammar School of
Ludovit Star in Trencin, the Evangelical Grammar
School in Banska Bystrica, the Myjava Grammar
School, the 1st Private Grammar School in Bratislava,
as well as at PreSov University and the Faculty of Arts
at University of Constantine the Philosopher in Nitra.
Atthe heart of the program was Elena Smolinska.

OUT-OF-SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS

For many years, NOS — OSF managed its own
educational projects that targeted much-demanded
areas. Between 1993 and 1999, Jana HaZirova was in
charge of coordinating the Health Education
Program, which provided specific education to some
13,000 participants from all over Slovakia, mostly
health instructors. During the 472 weekend seminars,
they discussed issues such as drug abuse prevention,
healthy diet, sex education, HIV-AIDS prevention,
communication skills, etc. The seminars were led by
experienced domestic and foreign lecturers some of
whom prepared special publications and training
manuals. The foundation invested approximately
$420,000 into the project.

Throughout the 1990s, NOS — OSF administered
Economic Reform, a program developed by East
West Management Institute, Inc. (founded by George
Soros) in cooperation with the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID), the Council
of International Programs, Enterprise Europe and
others. As part of the program, corporate subjects and
educational institutions in the United States, Great
Britain and Canada hosted dozens of managers and
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samostatné publikdcie a manudly. NOS - OSF
investovala do tohto projektu asi 420 000 dolarov.

V devatdesiatych rokoch NOS - OSF
administrovala program Ekonomicka reforma, ktory
vyvinul East West Management Institute Inc.
(zalozeny Georgeom Sorosom) v spoluprdci s United
States Agency for International
(USAID),

Enterprise Europe a dalsimi. V rdmci neho sa vo

Development

Council of International Programs,
firmach a vzdelavacich institdciach najma v USA,
Velkej Britanii a Kanade z(castnili na kratkodobych
Skoleniach a staZzach desiatky slovenskych Specialistov
z praxe: z firiem, bank, Statnych institucii,
vyskumnych pracovisk a pod. Tieto pobyty boli
orientované na ziskavanie praktickych vedomosti
a zrucnosti potrebnych pre transforméciu na trhovu
ekonomiku a rozvoj manazérskych zrucnosti.
Programy koordinovali Jana Hazirovd a Andrea

a Katarina Stulajterové.

PODPORA A SPOLUPRACA )
S MIMOVLADNYMI ORGANIZACIAMI

Velki cast financnych prostriedkov NOS — OSF
nasmerovala na projekty desiatok slovenskych MVO,
ktoré sa snazili zlepsit vzdelavanie na vsetkych
stupfioch, od materskych 3$kél az po univerzity.
Niektoré z tychto MVO mali celoslovenské
posobenie, napriklad Vzdelavacia nadacia Jana Husa,
Slovenska akademicka informacna agenttra SAIA i
spominané Nadécia Skola dokoran, iné predstavovali
malé vidiecke organizacie. Osobitnd pozornost sa
venovala a doposial venuje vzdelavaniu Rémov.

Vzdelavaci program v priebehu rokov rozvijali aj
Irena Véchtovd, Daniela Drobnd, Judit Young

Barbora Kahatova — Vanékova a Vladimir Rafael.

RODOVA ROVNOST

V ramci vlastného programu Zeny v spolo¢nosti
NOS - OSF systematicky podporovala mimovladne
organizacie a ich pilotné iniciativy. Vdaka takejto

specialists from Slovak firms, banks, government
These
short-term training stays focused on obtaining

institutions, research establishments, etc.
practical knowledge and mastering managerial skills
that were indispensable to the country's
transformation to market economy. These programs
were coordinated by Jana Hazirova as well as Andrea

and Katarina Stulajterova.

SUPPORTING NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS AND COOPERATION WITH
THEM

NOS — OSF channelled a substantial share of
available funds to projects by dozens of Slovak NGOs
that were aimed atimproving the quality of education
at all levels of education system, from kindergartens
to universities. Some of these NGOs operated on the
nationwide basis (e.g. the Jan Hus Educational
Foundation, the Slovak Academic Information
Agency (SAIA) or the already mentioned School Wide
Open non-profit organization) while others were
small rural organizations. Special attention has always

been paid to education of the Roma.

Throughout the years, the educational program
was developed particularly by Irena Vé&chtova,
Daniela Drobna, Judith Young, Barbora Kahatovd —
Vanékova and Vladimir Rafael.

GENDER EQUALITY

Within the framework of its Women in Society
program, NOS — OSF systematically supported non-
governmental organizations and their pilot initiatives.
This support has helped establish the Center for
Gender Studies at Comenius University; the gathering
of women's personal histories that took several years
led to issuing a two-volume publication entitled
Pamat zien [The Memory of Women]. The program
was also instrumental in creating an online glossary of
gender terminology, which continues to be an
invaluable source of information for anyone who
deals with gender issues. It also supported Atribut, the
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podpore zacalo napriklad pri Univerzite Komenského
posobit Centrum rodovych studii a viacrocny zber
oralnej histérie zien vyustil do vydania dvojdielnej
publikacie Pamat zien. Vznikol tiez online Glosar
rodovej terminoldgie, ktory je doteraz klGCovym
zdrojom pre kohokolvek, kto sa témou rodu zaobera.
Podporu ziskal aj prvy a jediny Casopis pre gejov
a lesby Atribat.
grantov pre feministky a Zenské liderky posilfioval

Unikatny program cestovnych

rozvoj a vzdeldvanie osobnosti, ktoré sa venovali
rozvoju agendy Zenskych prav na Slovensku. Granty
OSF posilnili obhajobu prav Zien na Slovensku. Ci uz
reprodukénych prav (kampar Moznost volby) alebo
prava na dostojny a bezpecny Zivot, prostrednictvom
podpory pomoci Zenam zaZivajlicim nasilie a ich
detom (Fenestra, MyMamy), alebo podpory
komunitnych iniciativ rémskych Zien. Nadacia
posilnila hlas slovenskych Zien na medzinarodne;j
Urovni prostrednictvom monitorovacich a tiefovych
sprav zasielanych Vyboru pre odstranenie
diskriminécie Zien OSN. V roku 2005 Program Zeny v
spolo¢nosti vydal vlastnd spravu o dodrziavani
smernic EU tykajlcich sa rodovej rovnosti , Rovnost
prileZitosti Zien a muzov na Slovensku”. Samostatny
program podporujuci najréznejsie projekty aktivizmu
zien NOS — OSF uzavrela v roku 2004 zaloZenim
Slovensko-ceského zenskému fondu. Tento unikatny
dvojnérodny nadacny fond pdsobiv oboch krajinach
dodnes a je jedinou Specializovanou donorskou
instituciou zameranou vylu¢ne na podporu prav Zien,
feministickych iniciativ a spoluprace Zzenskych
mimovladnych organizacii v SR a CR. Nastartovat
a rozvinut tento program pomohli Marek Mikle,
Viera Bétcher Klementova a Zuzana O&enésova.
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first and only magazine for gays and lesbians in the

country.

Meanwhile, the foundation's unique program of
travelling grants for feminists and female leaders has
strengthened the qualifications and education of
people who specialized in furthering a women's rights
agenda in Slovakia. NOS — OSF grants have helped
defend women's rights in general, be it their
reproductive rights (e.g. Freedom to Choose
campaign) or the right to dignified and safe life,
through supporting female victims of violence and
their children (e.g. Fenestra or MyMamy projects) or

community initiatives by Romani women.

The foundation helped amplify the voice of Slovak
women on the international level through monitoring
and shadow reports addressed to the UN Committee
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.
In 2005, the Women in Society program issued Equal
Opportunities for Women and Men in Slovakia, its
own report on the country's observance of EU
directives in the field of gender equality. NOS-OSF
concluded the special program that supported various
projects of women's activism in 2004 by founding the
Slovak-Czech Women's Fund. This unique mutual
two-nation foundation fund operates in both
countries until the present day and remains the only
specialized donor institution that focuses exclusively
on furthering women's rights, feminist initiatives and
cooperation between women's non-governmental
organizations in Slovakia and the Czech Republic.
Instrumental in launching and developing the
program were Marek Mikle, Viera Boétcher-
Klementové and Zuzana Oc¢enasova.
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Romovi
omovid

Slovensko patri medzi krajiny s najvacsim poctom
Rémov v pomere k nerémskemu obyvatelstvu.
Odhaduje sa, Zze u nas Zzije 350 000 — 400 000
obyvatelov tohto etnika, ¢o je 7 — 8 percent z celkovej
populécie. Ich socidlne i zdravotné postavenie
a taktiez vzdelanostna uroven su dodnes
problematické, v mnohych pripadoch az
katastrofalne. NOS — OSF venovala od svojho vzniku
tejto marginalizovanej skupine osobitnli pozornost.
Prva riaditelka Nadacie Rachel Tritt prijala do OSF
znému rémsku aktivistku a psychologicku Klaru
Orgovanovd, aby koordinovala projekty zamerané na
Rémov a vztahy medzi nimi a majoritnou populaciou
(neskér sa stala riaditelkou nadéacie Inforoma,
splnomocnenkyriou vlady SR pre romske komunity,

dnes je riaditelkou Romskeho instititu).

Snaha o zrovnopravnenie a vytvaranie prilezitosti
pre zaclefiovanie Romov sa stala trvalou
a rozhodujucou stcastou prace NOS — OSF. Viedlo ju
presvedcenie, Ze dlhodobou pozornostou a Usilim sa
da prispiet k zmene. Dobre to ilustruje i posledna

Pé pristupy v predskolskej V}'/ChOVe*
ewlapproaches inpre-school educationk
FotodBarbora Vanék

The Roma

Slovakia ranks among European countries with
the highest share of Roma with respect to the non-
Romani population. According to expert estimates,
there are between 350 and 400 thousand members of
this ethnic group in Slovakia, which amounts to 7 - 8
percent of the country's total population. Their overall
social status, level of education and general health
condition continue to be problematic and even
alarming in many areas. From the very beginning,
NOS — OSF paid special attention to this marginalized
population group. The foundation's first director,
Rachel Tritt,
psychologist and well-known Roma activist, to

brought Klara Orgovanovd, a

coordinate the projects aimed at helping the Roma
and improving mutual relations between them and
the majority population; later on, Orgovanova went
on to lead the Inforoma foundation and act as
government plenipotentiary for Romany

communities. Today she is head of the Roma Institute.

The endeavour aimed at emancipating the Roma
and creating equal opportunities for them has
become a permanent and crucial part of NOS — OSF
activities. It was inspired and driven by the conviction
that long-term attention and effort can make a
difference. This may be illustrated by the most recent
visit of George Soros to Slovakia in 2010, which
revolved almost exclusively around the situation of
the Roma. Besides administering grants from George
Soros, Slovak government, foreign foundations and
embassies, NOS — OSF developed its own expertise
and pursued its own activities, earning the respect of
all those involved.

Apart from disbursing grants for non-
governmental organizations, the foundation also
supported information, educational and advocacy
activities benefiting the Roma as well as projects
aimed at including them into non-governmental
activities and community life. Between 2002 and
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néavsteva Georgea Sorosa na Slovensku v roku 2010,
polas ktorej sa program jeho navstevy takmer
vylu¢ne venoval postaveniu Rémov. Okrem grantovej
¢innosti, pri ktorej nadacia administrovala prostriedky
Georgea Sorosa, vlady Slovenskej republiky,
zahrani¢nych nadécii a ambasad, si nadécia postupne
ziskala re3pekt vdaka vlastnej expertize a aktivitam.

NOS — OSF sa okrem grantov pre mimovladne
organizacie, ktoré udelovala priebezne, sustredila aj
na podporu informacno-vzdelavacich a advokaénych
aktivit pre Romov a ich zapdjanie do mimovladnych
aktivit ¢i inych oblasti Zivota komunit. V rokoch 2002
— 2005 podporila vybudovanie siete desiatich
regionalnych informac¢no-poradenskych centier
Rémov, ktorych ulohou je poradenstvo pri rieseni
problémov a zlepseni vztahov medzi Rémami
s majoritnou populéciou. Informacné a poradenské
centrd pracujd pod superviziou pravnikov,
zabezpecujlcich profesiondlne poradenstvo
a pripadné zastupovanie. NOS — OSF koordinovala
aktivity centier a zabezpecovala pre ne technickd
asistenciu a vzdelavanie na aktualne témy.

Osobitnd a dlhodobd pozornost je venovana
zvyseniu liderskych schopnosti Rémov. Tomu sldzil aj
samostatny rémsky advokacny program, cielom
ktorého bolo vytvorenie komunikujlcej siete
vyskolenych rémskych aktivistov (Skolitelmi boli
pravnici), schopnych poskytnit obéanom z rémskych

komunitzékladnt pravnu pomoc.

2005, it helped develop a network of ten regional
information-advisory centers that are designed to
assistin tackling problems of the Roma and improving
mutual relations between them and members of the
majority population. The information-advisory
centers are supervised by lawyers who are in charge of
providing professional counselling and legal
representation. NOS — OSF coordinated the centers'
activities for several

years, providing technical

supportand training on relevantissues.

In the long term, special attention is paid to
encouraging leadership skills and qualities of Romani
leaders, which was the sole purpose of a separate
Roma advocacy program that helped create a actively
communicating network of Roma activists (properly
trained by the lawyers) who are able to provide basic
legal advice to inhabitants of Romany communities.
The program was gradually coordinated by Zuzana
Marek Harakal,
Valentina Petrus who all showed great dedication and

Oravska, Roman Estocak and

expertise.

Based on a grant from the Slovak Government's
Office, the foundation in 2005 began to administer
scholarships for Romany students at secondary
schools and universities, including university students
from the Roma Memorial University Scholarships
(RMUSP) program and secondary school students
from the Budapest-based Roma Educational Fund
(REF) program. So far, NOS — OSF has provided
scholarships to 2,713 secondary school students and
717 university students of Romany origin. Until the
present day, it continues to sponsor educational
projects that focus on mentoring Romany secondary
school graduates during initial years of their university
studies. Currently, this program in Slovakia is being
coordinated by Stanislava Dzurikova and Rudolf
Pohlodko.

In the long term, NOS — OSF financially supports
and closely cooperates with leading Slovak NGOs that
focus on tackling problems of the Roma, for instance
Milan Simec¢ka Foundation, People in Peril, School
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Program s velkym nasadenim a znalostou

koordinovali: Zuzana Oravska, Marek Harakal,

Roman EStocak a Valentina Petrus.

Na zaklade grantu od Uradu vlady SR nadacia uz
od roku 2005 spravovala Stipendid pre rémskych
stredodkolskych a vysoko3kolskych Studentov a tiez
vysokoskoldkov z programu Roma Memorial
University Scholarships (RMUSP) a aj stredoskolakov
z programu Rémskeho vzdelavacieho fondu (REF)
z Budapesti. Doposial NOS — OSF poskytla Stipendia
2 713 stredoskolskym a 717 vysokoskolskym Studen-
tom. Vzdelavacie projekty obohatené o tdtorstvo a
pomoc pedagégov rémskym stredoskoldkom pocas
ich Stadia na vysokych skolach robi nadacia doteraz.
Stanislava DzUrikova a Rudolf Pohlodko koordinuju
dnes na Slovensku tento program pre REF.

NOS — OSF dlhodobo finan¢ne podporuje a tizko
spolupracuje s vyznamnymi slovenskymi MVO, ktoré
sa venuju romskej problematike, napriklad: Nadacia
Milana Simeeku, Clovek v ohrozeni, Nadacia Skola
dokoran, CVEK, In Minorita, Quo Vadis a Lacho
Drom.

SPOLUPRACA S DOMACIMI
A ZAHRANICNYMI PARTNERMI

NOS - OSF je popri samostatnej grantovej

¢innosti sucastou relevantnych vladnych
a mimovladnych zoskupeni, ktoré sa snazia zlepsit
Uzko

spolupracuje s Uradom splnomocnenca vlady SR pre

Zivotné postavenie Rémov na Slovensku.

romske komunity, ktorym je v stcasnosti politik
romskeho povodu Peter Pollak. Pracovnici NOS — OSF
boli, alebo st clenmi viacerych pracovnych skupin
orientovanych na zlepSenie integracie Rémov,
napriklad pri Ministerstve prace, socidlnych veci
a rodiny SR - Vybor pre sociadlne aspekty
marginalizovanych rémskych komunit, pri
Ministerstve Skolstva SR — ¢lenstvo vo Vybore pre
vyskum, vzdelavanie a vychovu v oblasti ludskych
prav, pri Ministerstve vndtra SR - Komisia na

monitorovanie rasovo motivovanych trestnych ¢inov

¥ Skola zruenostr (Rudiiany;
el AC L !
SchooliwherelRomai learn

bora

Wide Open, Centre for the Research of Ethnicity and
Culture, In Minorita, Quo Vadis and Lacho Drom.

COOPERATION WITH DOMESTIC AND
FOREIGN PARTNERS

Besides acting as an independent grant provider,
NOS - OSF has also become part of relevant
governmental and non-governmental groupings that
strive to improve the living conditions of the Roma in
Slovakia. It closely cooperates with the Office of
Government Plenipotentiary for Romany
Communities, which is currently led by Peter Pollak,
first Romani representative elected to the national
parliament. A number of NOS — OSF experts have
been or continue to be members of various task forces
that focus on enhancing and accelerating integration
of the Roma, for instance the Committee for Social
Aspects of Marginalized Romany Communities at the
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family, the
Committee for Human Rights Research, Education
and Training at the Ministry of Education, or the
Commission for the Monitoring of Racially Motivated
Crimes and Combating of Racism and Extremism and
the Commission for the Monitoring of European
Funds at the Ministry of Interior.



a boj proti rasizmu a extrémizmu a Komisia na
hodnotenie eurépskych fondov.

Okrem toho je NOS - OSF aj sucastou

medzinarodného Usilia o rieSenie romskej
problematiky, hlavne v rdmci ambiciézneho programu
Dekada inklizie Romov 2005 — 2015, ktory vyhlasil
vo februari 2005 Institat otvorenej spolo¢nosti
vedeny Georgeom Sorosom a Svetovd banka.
Program podporilo devét krajin strednej a vychodne;j
Eurépy vratane Slovenska, ako aj Eurépska komisia,
Rozvojova banka Rady Eurépy a Rozvojovy program

OSN.

NOS — OSF tiez spolupracuje s medzinarodnymi
organizaciami, ako European Roma Rights Center,
UNDP,
networkové

Amnesty International, Svetovd banka,
Decade Secretariat Foundation,
programy OSI, s velvyslanectvami USA, Holandska,

Francuzska, Velkej Britanie a Kanady.

SEMINARE, PUBLIKACNE AKTIVITY
A INFORMOVANIE VEREJNOSTI

NOS — OSF zorganizovalo mnozstvo seminarov
a stretnuti zameranych na rémsku problematiku.
Medzi

semindre pripravené v spolupréci so Svetovou bankou

najvyznamnejsie patrili medzindrodné
— Monitoring a evalvacia inkluzivnych politik pre
Rémov v roku 2011 a Finanéné inkltizia Rémov v roku
2012.

NOS - OSF podporila prostrednictvom MVO
vydanie mnozstva odbornych, metodickych ¢i
popularizacnych publikécii. Okrem toho samostatne
vydala niekolko diel s rémskou problematikou, ktoré
zarezonovali v komunite odbornikov i praktikov a st
Casto citované. Patria medzi ne: Rémske osady na
vychodnom Slovensku z hladiska terénneho
antropologického vyskumu, Monitoring situdcie
romskych osad na Slovensku, Straty z vylicenia
Romov, Advokacia prav na byvanie znevyhodnenych
skupin a Benefity inkldzie vo vzdelavani.

The foundation is part of the international
endeavor aimed at tackling problems of the Roma,
especially as part of the Decade of Roma Inclusion
2005 - 2015, an ambitious program jointly declared
by the Open Society Institute and the World Bank in
February 2005. The program was subscribed to by
nine central and eastern European countries including
Slovakia as well as the European Commission, the
Council of Europe Development Bank and the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP).

In its efforts, NOS — OSF cooperates with
international organizations, such as the European
Roma Rights Center, Amnesty International, World
Bank, UNDP Decade Secretariat Foundation, OSI
network programs and embassies of the United
States, the Netherlands, France, Great Britain and
Canada.

SEMINARS, PUBLISHING ACTIVITIES AND
RAISING PUBLIC AWARENESS

NOS — OSF has organized a great number of
seminars and meetings aimed at tackling problems of
the Roma. The most important of them were
international seminars organized jointly with the
World Bank — namely Monitoring and Evaluation of
Inclusive Policies for the Roma held in 2011 and
Financial Inclusion of the Roma held in 2012.

Through cooperation with various NGOs, the

foundation supported numerous expert
methodological and popularization monographs.
Apart from them, it also released its own publications
focusing on Romany problems that have resonated
within the community of experts and practitioners
alike and have been frequently referenced. They
include especially the following: Roma Settlements in
Eastern Slovakia from the Perspective of
Anthropological Field Research, Monitoring of the
Situation of Romany Settlements in Slovakia,
Economic Costs of Roma Exclusion, Advocating
Housing Rights of Disadvantaged Population Groups

and Benefits of Inclusion in Education.
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Mimovladny
neziskovy
sektor

Koncepcia rozvoja otvorenej spolocnosti

v postkomunistickej strednej a vychodnej Eurdpe
popri
a transparentnom vladnom sektore a slobodnom trhu

predpokladala, ze v nej efektivnom
budl mat nezastupitelné miesto organizacie, ktoré si
zakladaji sami obcania, aby prostrednictvom nich
realizovali Sirokt Skalu verejnoprospesnych aktivit
a vykonavali kontrolu nositelov politickej
a ekonomickej moci. George Soros sa rozhodol uz
v zaciatkoch svojho pdsobenia v naSom regiéne
vyclenit znacné prostriedky na rozvoj tejto sféry,
obycajne nazyvanej obcianska spolo¢nost, neziskovy,
mimovladny alebo treti sektor.

Na rozdiel od podpory 3$kol, vedy, kultdry,
zdravotnictva a pod. Slo o velky a pestrofarebny
sektor, vytvoreny takmer vylu¢ne z novozalozenych
malych organizacii. NOS — OSF mala v prvych rokoch
posobenia vdaka velkorysosti jej zakladatela otvorené
pole poésobnosti pre podporu najroznejsich
ob¢ianskych iniciativ bez vopred urceného
tematického zamerania. DéleZité bolo, aby Ziadatelia
o podporu boli schopni presvedcit odborné komisie
a spravnu radu (zlozené v oboch pripadoch
z reSpektovanych obcanov Slovenskej republiky)
o kvalite projektov a kapacite rieSitelov projekt
To umoznilo NOS - OSF

stimulovat kreativitu a talent obcanov po celom

Uspesne realizovat.

Slovensku a prispiet k nastartovaniu mnozstva novych
iniciativ, vo viacerych pripadoch k vzniku novych

organizacif.

Po roku 2000 nadacia zacala ziskavat aj
alternativne zdroje z USA a Eurdpy. V partnerstve
s Nadéaciou Jana Husa a Nadaciou pre deti Slovenska

Zlava / from left: Jana Kadlecova (Sasakawa Peace Foundation),
Alena Panikova (NOS - OSF),

Jana Malovi¢ova (Nadacia Jana Husa / Jan Hus Foundation)
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF
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Partners for Democratic Change
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Non-
governmental
non-profit
sector

The entire concept of developing open societies in
post-communist central and eastern European
countries was based on the assumption that apart
from the effective and transparent governmental
sector and the free market, an irreplaceable role in
these countries' social life must be played by
organizations established by citizens in order to
pursue a broad range of pro bono activities and
perform effective control of the political and
economic power. At the very beginning of his
involvement in the region, George Soros decided to
earmark significant amounts of funds to developing
this sector, which is commonly referred to as civil
society, non-governmental, non-profit or simply the
third sector.

Unlike supporting projects in the domain of
education, science, culture, health service, supporting
civil society implied investing into a motley and multi-
faceted sector that comprised almost exclusively new
and emerging small organizations. During its early
years, NOS — OSF was given a free hand by its noble-
minded founder to support most diverse civic
initiatives without a predetermined thematic focus.
What mattered most was grant applicants' ability to
convince the members of expert commissions and the
board of trustees (both consisting of qualified Slovak
citizens) about their project's quality and their own
capacity to carry it through successfully. That allowed
the foundation to stimulate citizens' creativity and
talent throughout Slovakia, helping launch many
brand new initiatives and give birth to entire
organizations.
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sa s podporou Trustu pre rozvoj obcianskej
spolo¢nosti v strednej a vychodnej Eurépe sustredila
na posilnenie obcianskej spolocnosti vseobecne,
pricom S$pecidlnu pozornost venovala segmentu
analytickych think tankov a tzv. straZzcov demokracie
(watch dog organizacii). NOS — OSF postupne zUzila
Skalu svojich aktivit a sustredila sa najmd na
poskytovanie grantov pre MVO pdsobiace v oblasti
[udskych prav a demokracie, protikorupcné aktivity,
skvalitnenie justicie a médii, zlepSovanie postavenia
Rémov a podporu celoslovenskych informaéno-
vzdeldvacich a advokacnych MVO. O rozvoj tychto
tém sa zaslUzili Katarina Starorfiovd aj  Tatiana
Hicarova.

PODPORA LEGISLATIVNYCH ZMIEN S
DOPADOM NA OBCIANSKU SPOLOCNOST

Mimovladne organizacie zohrali na Slovensku
vyznamnU Ulohu pri tvorbe legislativy regulujicej
obcianske iniciativy, darcovstvo, dobrovolnictvo,
pristup k informécidm a podobne. NOS — OSF sa
pocas celého svojho pbdsobenia snazila tomuto
legislativnemu Usiliu poméhat. Dialo sa tak formou
finan¢nej pomoci organizaciam s expertnou
kapacitou, podporou obcianskych kampani za prijatie
prislusnej legislativy alebo poskytnutim
organiza¢ného a priestorového zdzemia v NOS — OSFE.
Okrem toho riaditelka NOS — OSF Alena Panikova,
Zuzana Konradova, Magdalena Fenikova, Stella
Hanzelov4, Jana Malovicova, ako aj dalsi zamestnanci
nadacie aktivne vstupovali do diskusii, kampani, ¢i

boli si¢astou odbornych komisii.

Vdaka tomuto Usiliu boli prijaté viaceré zakony,
napriklad: zédkon o nadaciach, zakon o slobodnom
pristupe k informaciam, zakon o asignacii dane
z prijmu (tzv. 2 % zakon), zékon o dobrovolnictve.

NOS - OSF dodnes venuje pozornost fungovaniu
pravneho $tatu. Svoj zaujem sUstreduje na rovnost
prilezitosti a dodrziavanie ludskych prav.

After 2000, the foundation began to scout
alternative sources of funding in the United States and
Europe. In partnership with the Jan Hus Educational
Foundation and the Children of Slovakia Foundation
and supported by the Trust for Civil Society in Central
and Eastern Europe, it concentrated on general
strengthening of civil society, placing special emphasis
on the segment of think-tanks and watch dog
organizations. As time went by, NOS — OSF gradually
reduced the scope of its activities and focused
primarily on providing grants to NGOs that operated
in the field of human rights and democracy,
combating corruption, enhancing the quality of the
judiciary and media, improving the status of the Roma
and supporting nationwide information-educational
and advocacy NGOs. These issues have been
accentuated particularly by Katarina Staroriova and
Tatiana Hicarova.

SUPPORTING LEGISLATIVE CHANGES
THAT AFFECT CIVIL SOCIETY

In Slovakia, non-governmental organizations
have played a crucial role in the process of adopting
legislation that regulated civic initiatives, financial
donations, volunteerism, public access to
information, etc. Throughout its existence, NOS —
OSF also strove to help these legislative changes take
place, either through financing organizations with
expert capacity, supporting civic campaigns in favour
of adopting the legislation in question or offering its
organizational and material capacities. Besides
director Alena Panikové along with other employees
of the foundation such as Zuzana Konradova,
Magdaléna Fenikova, Stella Hanzelova or Jana
Malovicova took active partin discussions, campaigns

or expert commissions.

Their endeavour has catalyzed adoption of several
laws with crucial importance for the third sector,
including Foundation Act, Free Access to Information
Act, Income Tax Assignation Mechanism Act (a.k.a.
2% Act), or Volunteerism Act.
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ROZVOJ DOMACEJ FILANTROPIE
A KOMUNITNYCH INICIATIV

George Soros, podobne ako dalsi americki i
eurdépski donori, od zaciatku indikoval, Ze jeho
posobenie na Slovensku je doCasné. Snazil sa pomoct
transformacii Slovenska na otvorenti demokraticki
spolo¢nost a pri jeho integracii do eurdpskych
a euroatlantickych Struktdr, ¢o bol deklarovany
zaujema volaeliti ob&anov.

NOS — OSF spolu s dalsimi donormi venovala
pozornost kultivovaniu domaceho darcovstva
a filantropie davno pred vstupom Slovenska do EU
v roku 2004, kedy vacSina zahrani¢nych donorov u
nas svoje aktivity ukoncila. Okrem spominaného
legislativneho Usilia orientovaného na stimuldciu
individualnej ¢i firemnej filantropie bola NOS — OSF
stcastou timového Usilia domécich a zahrani¢nych
darcov, ktoré vyustilo v roku 1996 vo vytvorenie Féra
donorov. Alena Panikova je od zatiatku az dodnes
vyraznou tvdrou Féra donorov a NOS — OSF mu
poskytlo organiza¢né zazemie. Tato nadacna koalicia
a jej Clenovia zohrali délezitd Glohu pri rozbehu
firemného darcovstva na Slovensku. Dnes posobi
popri Fére donorov Klub firemnych darcov.

Nadacia podporila finan¢ne aj metodicky vznik
komunitnych nadacii na Slovensku, najmé
v spolupraci s ETP a podporou C. S. Mott Foundation.
Tieto domdce grantové nadéacie naStartovali
mnozstvo obcianskych iniciativ a verejnoprospesnych
aktivit v roznych kutoch Slovenska, aby boli schopné
generovat financie z miestnych zdrojov. V roku 2003
vytvorili Asocidciu komunitnych nadécii Slovenska,

ktord je pridruzenym ¢lenom Féra donorov.

NOS — OSF continues to place special emphasis on
the rule of law, focusing its attention especially on
furthering equal opportunities and human rights
protection.

DEVELOPMENT OF DOMESTIC
PHILANTHROPY AND COMMUNITY
INITIATIVES

George Soros, like many other American and
European donors, always indicated that his presence
in Slovakia was temporary. His principal motivation
was to help Slovakia's transformation into open
democratic society and its integration into European
and Euro-Atlantic integration groupings, which was
the declared interest of Slovak citizens as well as their
political representatives.

Along with a handful of other donors, NOS — OSF
cultivated domestic financial support  and
philanthropy long before and long after Slovakia's
accession to the EU in 2004, when most foreign
donors began to phase out or completely terminate
their operations. Besides supporting legislative efforts
aimed at encouraging individual or corporate
philanthropy, the foundation was part of the joint
effort of domestic and foreign donors, which led to
founding the Slovak Donors' Forum in 1996. From the
very outset, Alena Panikova has been the face of the
Slovak Donors' Forum, and NOS — OSF provided it
with its organizational background. The coalition of
foundations and its individual members have played a
crucial role in stimulating corporate philanthropy in
Slovakia. Today, a Club of Corporate Donors is an
organic part of the Slovak Donors' Forum.

The foundation has financially and
methodologically supported the emergence of
community foundations in Slovakia, particularly in
cooperation with ETP and on the back of support from
the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation. These two
domestic grant-providing foundations have helped
launch a great number of civic initiatives and pro bono
activities in different corners of Slovakia, generating
funds from local sources. In 2003, they jointly
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UCAST NA CELOSLOVENSKYCH AKCIACH A
BUDOVANI INFRASTRUKTURY TRETIEHO
SEKTORA

NOS — OSF sa zlcastfiovala ako donor alebo ako
aktivny partner takmer na v3etkych kltucovych
projektoch tretieho sektora, ¢i uz Slo o kampane,
akymi boli Treti sektor SOS, proti restriktivnemu
nadacnému zakonu z roku 1996, predvolebnej
obcianskej kampani OK98 v roku 1998, kampani za
prijatie zakona o slobodnom pristupe k informacidm
na prelome rokov 1999 a 2000, kampani Ludia ludom
proti zruseniu tzv. 2 % zakona v roku 2006.

Zo zdrojov Georgea Sorosa a neskor z financi
americkych nadacii zdruzenych v konzorciu Trust for
Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe a tzv.
noérskych fondov NOS — OSF opakovane podporila
informacno-vzdeldvacie a advokacné MVO
s celoslovenskym posobenim, akymi boli SAIA -
Servisné centrum pre treti sektor, Partners for
Democratic Change, 1. Slovenské neziskové centrum
a think tanky Institat pre verejné otazky, INEKO
amnohé dalSie. Naddcia sa sUstredila aj na zavadzanie
vyucby o tretom sektore na niektorych vysokych
Skolach, medzi inymi aj na Univerzite Mateja Bela
ktord vydala v roku 2009
i samostatni ucebnicu Treti sektor a mimovladne

v Banskej Bystrici,

organizacie.

PODPORA PREDVOLEBNYCH PROJEKTOV
MVO

NOS - OSF sa dostala do povedomia Sirokej
verejnosti a politickych elit najma vdaka financovaniu
citlivo vnimanych projektov slovenskych MVO pred
parlamentnymi volbami v roku 1998. Vstup aktérov
obclianskej spolo¢nosti do mobilizovania
a informovania voli¢ov, ako aj monitorovania
volebného procesu nemali na Slovensku tradiciu. Na
legitimnu nestranicku angazovanost obcianskych
organizdcii, zndmu pod skratkou Obcianska kamparn
OK98,
predstavitelia Meciarovho vladneho rezimu, ktory sa

reagovali nervézne, az arogantne,

v oliach demokratickej verejnosti, ako aj

(ot 505 '
Foto:Archlv

_“Enviromentalista TieRal Kravéik
Envu'pnmentahst Michal Krav¢ik, People and Water
Foto: Lubo$ Hriviak
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established the Association of Slovak Community
Foundations, which is an associated member of the
Slovak Donors' Forum.

PARTICIPATION IN NATIONWIDE
CAMPAIGNS AND BUILDING
INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE THIRD SECTOR

In the capacity of donor or active partner, NOS —
OSF participated in almost all key mobilization
campaigns of the third sector, be ita campaign against
a restrictive bill on foundations entitled Third Sector
SOS in 1996, the OK98 civic awareness campaign
before the 1998 parliamentary elections, a campaign
in support of passing Free Access to Information Actin
1999 — 2000, or the People to People campaign
against plans to abolish the 2% income tax
assignation mechanismin 2006.

From the funds provided by George Soros and
later by American foundations associated in the
consortium called Trust for Civil Society in Central and
Eastern Europe or the so-called Norwegian Funds,
NOS — OSF repeatedly supported nationwide NGOs
specializing in awareness, educational and advocacy
activities. These include SAIA-Service Centre for the
Third Sector, Partners for Democratic Change, 1st
Slovak Non-Profit Centre, or think-tanks such as the
Institute for Public Affairs, INEKO and many others.
The foundation also supported introduction of
education about the third sector at some universities,
including University of Matej Bel in Banska Bystrica,
which in 2009 published a separate textbook entitled
The Third Sector and Non-Governmental
Organizations.

SUPPORTING ELECTION CAMPAIGN
PROJECTS BY NGOS

NOS — OSF came to the spotlight of the general
public as well as the country's political elite especially
thanks to financing sensitively perceived projects of
Slovak NGOs before the parliamentary elections in
1998. Such a scope of civil society actors' involvement
in voter mobilization and awareness campaigns and
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euroatlantickej komunity diskvalifikoval. Hoci MVO

ziskavali pre svoje predvolebné projekty prostriedky
od donorov z krajin EU a USA, George Soros a NOS —
OSF sa stali symbolom - podla vtedajSej moci
nepripustného ,zasahovania do vnutornych
zalezitosti" a teréom atakov zo strany populistickych
politikov, ktori sa vylakali angaZzovanosti verejnosti,

pozadujlcej férovost volebnej sttaze.

NOS - OSF predvolebné projekty MVO
neiniciovala, ani nekoordinovala, ale dala prilezitost
projektom, ktoré podporili slobodu, férovost
azodpovednost rozhodovania vo volbach. Reagovala
len na ziadosti o granty, ktoré posudzovala
transparentnym sp6sobom, podobne ako Ziadosti
MVO z inych oblasti — vzdeldvacej, kultdrnej,
environmentalnej, zdravotnickej atd. Spolupracovala
pri tom s dalSimi grantovymi nadaciami, vladnymi
krajin EU a USA, aby nedoslo

k duplicitam a neefektivnemu nakladaniu

programami

s prostriedkami. NOS — OSF nemala Ziadne problémy
zverejnit komu a v akej vyske predvolebné granty
poskytla. Spolu $lo o sumu 165 000 USD, ktora bola
napriklad len zlomkom toho, ¢o George Soros
poskytol na zavedenie internetu a programy pre
stredné skoly, nehovoriac o objeme financii pre

vysoké Skoly, Rémov a dalSie oblasti.

NOS - OSF poskytla granty na predvolebné
aktivity MVO aj pred volbami v roku 2002, ktoré
otvorili Slovensku o dva roky cestu pre vstup do EU
a NATO. V mensej miere sa naddcia podielala na
financovani projektov MVO i pred parlamentnymi
volbamiv rokoch 2006,2010a2012.

monitoring of the electoral process had been
previously unheard of in Slovakia. The Meciar
administration representatives reacted to the
legitimate non-partisan engagement of civil society
organizations that became to be known as Civic
Campaign OK98 with nervousness and arrogance,
disqualifying themselves in the eyes of the democratic
public as well as the Euro-Atlantic community.
Although election projects of Slovak NGOs were
financially supported by many donors from the
United States and the European Union, George Soros
and his NOS - OSF became the symbol of
“unacceptable meddling with internal affairs” and
the chief target of attacks on the part of populist
politicians who apparently became scared of
mobilized citizens who merely demanded fair

elections.

While the foundation refrained from initiating or
coordinating election projects by Slovak NGOs, it did
support in a transparent manner projects that
advocated freedom, fairness and responsibility of
citizens' electoral decision-making. In doing so, it
cooperated with other grant-providing foundations
and government programs of EU member states and
the United States in order to avoid duplicity and
ineffective allocation of available funds.
Subsequently, NOS — OSF did not have any problems
publishing the list of all grant recipients. The overall
volume of funds allocated to election projects reached
approximately 5.425 million Slovak crowns
(€180,000), which, by the way, was only a fraction of
what George Soros had donated to installing Internet
connections and related programs at secondary
schools, let alone the volume of funds channelled to
Slovak universities, the Roma and other areas.

NOS - OSF also allocated grants to election
campaigns by Slovak NGOs before the parliamentary
elections of 2002, which opened the gate for
Slovakia's joining the EU and NATO two years later. To
a smaller degree, the foundation participated in
financing NGO projects before parliamentary
elections in 2006, 2010 and 2012.
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Kulttra

Cela siet nadacii otvorenej spolo¢nosti v strednej
a vychodnej Eurdépe venovala od svojho vzniku
znalnl pozornost podpore kultdry, jej tvorcom
a organizatorom. Na Slovensku stali pri zrode NOS —
OSF viaceré osobnosti, ktoré docenovali v ¢asoch
spoloCenskej transformdacie vyznam kultary
a komunikacie a zaradili ich medzi prioritné oblasti.
Vdaka podpore Georgea Sorosa tak bolo u nas
vydanych mnoho pévodne zakdzanych knih
slovenskych ¢i zahrani¢nych autorov, boli podporené
kniznice, vystavy, kultirne podujatia, dokumentacné
a informaéné materialy, pobyty umelcov v zahranici
a pod. NOS - OSF tieto programy sama
administrovala, alebo finan¢ne podporovala, zhruba

do roku 2002.

Culture

From the outset, the entire network of open
society foundations in central and eastern European
countries attributed great importance to supporting
culture, its creators and organizers. At the cradle of
NOS - OSF in Slovakia were many respected
personalities who throughout thorough a societal
transformation appreciated the importance of culture
and communication and kept them high on the list of
priorities. Thanks to financial support provided by
George Soros, for instance, various Slovak publishers
were able to release a great number of previously
banned books by Slovak or foreign authors. But that
was not the end of it as the foundation also supported
libraries, exhibitions, cultural events, documentation
and information materials, artists' stays abroad, etc.
NOS — OSF administered these cultural programs or
financially supported them until 2002.
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PROGRAM OTVORENYCH KNIZNIC (OPEN
LIBRARY PROGRAM)

Po zmapovani potrieb slovenskych kniznic, ktoré
sa po spolocensko-politickych zmenach dostali do
vaznych finan¢énych problémov, NOS — OSF v roku
1994 sustredila svoju finan¢nt pomoc knizniciam.
Podporila ndkup technického zariadenia sumou viac
ako 4 miliénov Sk a tiez novej literattry a periodik pre
vySe 100 ustrednych, univerzitnych, regionélnych,
miestnych a Specializovanych kniznic. Grantovy
program pokracoval v mensej miere v niekolkych
nasledujtcich rokoch. Okrem toho NOS — OSF v roku
1995 financovala a spoluorganizovala pre vybranych
knihovnikov odborné seminare a pobytové staze
v USA.
Lubica Koskova.

Program otvorenych kniznic koordinovala

OPEN LIBRARY PROGRAM

Having mapped out the needs of Slovak libraries
that ran into serious financial problems almost
immediately after the Velvet Revolution, NOS — OSF
targeted its financial aid to libraries in 1994,
supporting the purchase of technical equipment with
over 4 million Slovak crowns (€133,000) and
supplying new book and periodical titles to more than
100 national,

specialized libraries. In a reduced form, this grant

university, regional, local and
program continued for several years. On top of it
NOS — OSF financed and co-organized a series of
professional seminars and educational stays for select
librarians in the United States in 1995. The Open

Library Program was coordinated by Lubica Koskova.
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VYDAVATELSKY PROGRAM

NOS — OSF sa v prvych rokoch sustredila aj na
podporu vydavania pévodnej slovenskej literatdry
a preklad kltic¢ovych zahrani¢nych diel z filozofie,
sociologie, psycholdgie, politoldgie, histérie a pod.,
ktoré boli predchadzajicim rezimom zakazané.
Podporila pritom aj novozalozené malé vydavatelstva
ako Archa, Kalligram, Fragment, RaPaMaN, HEVI a
dasie. V spolupraci so Vzdeldvacou nadaciou Jana
Husa prispela i na vydavanie niektorych
nedostatkovych ucebnic v rdmci programu HESP V
roku 1994 udelila na vydavanie literattry podporu vo
vyske asi 100 000 USD a v roku 1995 asi 90 000 USD.
V ramci projektov podporenych NOS — OSF vyslo
niekolko odbornych publikacii z tvorivej dielne
slovenskych think tankov, napriklad knihy vydané
Institdtom pre verejné otazky. Program koordinovala
znalkyna literatary, prekladatelka a redaktorka Jarmila
Samcova.

PUBLISHING PROGRAM

In first years after the Velvet Revolution, NOS —
OSF concentrated on supporting publication of
original Slovak literature and translations of crucial
foreign works in the field of philosophy, sociology,
psychology, political science, history, etc., that had
been banned by the communist regime. In doing so, it
supported newly-established small publishing houses
such as Archa, Kalligram, Fragment, RaPaMaN, HEVI
and others. In cooperation with the Jan Hus
Educational Foundation, it also contributed to issuing
several scarce textbooks within the framework of the
already mentioned HESP program. Overall, it
allocated approximately $100,000 in 1994 and
approximately $90,000 in 1995 to literature
publication. Several leading Slovak think-tanks, for
example the Institute for Public Affairs, were able to
release a number of invaluable expert publications
thanks to financial support from NOS — OSF The
publishing program was coordinated by literary
scientist, translator and editor Jarmila Samcova.

I/ 2
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SOROSOVO CENTRUM SUCASNEHO UMENIA

V roku 1993 na Slovensku vzniklo popri NOS —
OSF aj Sorosovo centrum sucasného umenia, ktoré
bolo v roku 2002 premenované na Nadaciu —
S touto
nezavislou, grantovo-opera¢nou organizaciou NOS —

Centrum stcasného umenia (NCSU).

OSF dodnes Uzko spolupracuje. Centrum zohralo
vyznamnu rolu pri otvarani sa Slovenska svetu. Hoci
sa zameriava predovietkym na stcasné vytvarné
umenie, vyrazne zasiahlo aj do rozvoja vizualneho
hudby,
a filmovej tvorby. Organizuje a grantovo podporuje

umenia, divadla, tanca, kinematografie
umelecké, vzdelavacie a dokumentacné aktivity. Vo
svojich aktivitdch vyuziva aj Open Gallery, ktord sa
nachadza v sidle NOS — OSF na Bastovej ulici, kde
dava moznost mladym alternativnym umelcom
vystavovat svoje diela. Na Cele naddcie stali postupne
Ada Krnacova, Maria Hlavajova, Viera Michalicova,

dodnes ju Gspesne vedie Bohdana Hromadkova.

V rokoch 1993 — 2002 NCSU ziskavala zdroje
takmer vylu¢ne od Georgea Sorosa na granty viac ako
7,5 miliéna EUR. V sUcasnosti je finan¢ne nezavisla
a spajaju sa s nou také projekty, ako je Cena Oskara
Cepana, aukcia na podporu mladych vytvarnikov
organizovana so Sotheby's4i, popularny BLAF (i
vystavny program v Open Gallery.

SOROS CENTER OF CONTEMPORARY ART

Established hand in hand with the OSF in 1993,
the Soros Center of Contemporary Art changed its
name to Foundation — Center of Contemporary Art
(Nadacia — Centrum sti¢asného umenia — NCSU) in
2002. NOS — OSF continues to cooperate closely with
this independent grant-operating organization until
the present day. The NCSU has played an important
role in the process of presenting Slovak art to the
world. While it focuses primarily on contemporary
fine art, it has also played a vital role in the field of
visual art, theatre, dance, music, and cinema. It
organizes and financially supports artistic, educational
and documentary projects. An important role in its
activities is played by Open Gallery in the basement of
the NOS — OSF headquarters on BaStova Street where
young alternative artists are free to exhibit their
works. Over the years, the foundation was managed
in turn by Ada Krnacovd, Maria Hlavajova, and Viera
Michalicovd; currently in charge is Bohdana
Hromadkova.

Between 1993 and 2002, the NCSU was financed
almost exclusively by George Soros who contributed
€7,703,003 to its grants. Currently, the NCSU is
financially independent and is behind several
prestigious art projects, such as the Oskar Cepén
Award, auctions to support young artists organized in
cooperation with Sotheby's Auction House, the very
popular Bratislava Visual Art Festival (BLAF), and the
exhibition program in Open Gallery.



Média
édia

V rozvoji pluralitnej demokracie po novembri
1989 zohravali osobitne doélezitd ulohu slobodné
média, ktoré sa vymanili z ideologického tlaku
komunistickej strany. NOS - OSF poskytovala
v prvych rokoch po zmene totalitného systému
podporu vzdelavacim programom a zahrani¢nym
stdzam pre novinarov z tlacenych i elektronickych
médii. Nadacia sa zaslUzila i o rozvoj viacerych
regiondlnych a mensinovych médii a vychovu
romskych Zurnalistov ¢i spoluorganizovanie sutaze
Baroro Kamienok. Okrem toho NOS - OSF
koordinovala a financovala prichod medialnych
Specialistov a konzultantov na Slovensko.

V medialnom programe sa NOS — OSF opierala o
pomoc z regionalneho medialneho programu Open
Society Fund New York a spolupracovala
s novoustanovenym Centrom nezavislej zurnalistiky
v Bratislave. CNZ zalofila a riadila v rokoch 1993 —
1999 Katarina Vajdovd ako organizéciu
s medzindrodnym prvkom, zriadenl a primarne
financovanu zo zdrojov The Independent Journalism
Foundation v New Yorku.

A

Open Gallegy, diskusia s &t;v
Open Gallery; discussion with

-
Foto: Archiv.NOS - OSF ‘.

Media

A vital role in the development of pluralist
democracy was played by free media that threw off
the ideological shackles of the communist party in
November 1989. During the first few years after the
collapse of the totalitarian regime, NOS — OSF
supported educational programs for journalists from
print as well as broadcast media and financed their
educational stays abroad. It was also instrumental in
helping found several regional and minority
newspapers and radio stations, providing basic
training to Romany journalists and co-organizing the
Baroro/Kamienok [Pebble] competition for them. Last
but not least, the foundation coordinated and
supported stays of media specialists and counsellors in
Slovakia.

The media program of NOS — OSF relied largely
on financial support from the regional media program
of the Open Society Fund in New York and
collaborated with the Center of Independent
Journalism in Bratislava. The Center was established in
1993 by Katarina Vajdov4, director until 1999, as an
organization with an international element that was
primarily financed by the Independent Journalism
Foundation in New York.
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K prioritam naddcie patrilo prekonavanie
koncentrécie informdcii vo velkych mestach a prienik
do regi6énov prostrednictvom medialnych expertov ¢i
malych grantov vratane internetu. Pri pestovani
plurality ndzorov a nezavislych médii dostali podporu
napriklad Domino Férum & Cesko-Slovenské mosty
alebo Romska tlacova agentiira a Romano Nevo LiL,

ako aj regionalne radia i televizie.

Spolupraci a podpore novindrov venuje NOS —
OSF pozornost az do dnesnych dni, aj ked medialny
program, ako bol podporovany Georgeom Sorosom,
a v sUcasnosti

presiel zmenami ma viacerych

podporovatelov a partnerov. Nadacia sa snazi
vyzdvihovat kvalitnd pracu novinarov, podporuje ich
profesionalizaciu a vytvara priestor pre verejnu

diskusiu o citlivych spolo¢enskych témach.

The foundation's priorities included overcoming
excessive concentration of media information in large
towns and exporting high-quality journalism
(including Internet journalism) to the country's
regions through media experts or small grants. In the
process of furthering pluralism of opinions and
independent media, grants have been awarded, for
instance, to Domino Férum weekly, Cesko-Slovenské
mosty monthly, the Roma Press Agency and Romano
Nevo LiL, as well as several regional radio and TV
stations.

NOS - OSF continues to support free and
independent journalism, although its media program
has seen numerous changes since it was supported
solely by Mr. Soros. Today it can rely on several
supporters and partners. The foundation currently
focuses on furthering quality journalism, supporting
journalistic professionalism and ethics and creating
space for the public debate on sensitive social issues.



NOVINARSKA CENA NOS - OSF

Pred desiatimi rokmi sa nadacia rozhodla udelovat
vyro¢nu cenu slovenskym novindrom z réznych typov
médii a roznych Zzanrovych oblasti. Cielom tejto
ojedinelej a dnes uzZ prestiznej sutaze je , podporit a
ocenit novindrov za jedinecné prace, ktoré
vynikajicim spdsobom zachytavaju problematiku
dnesnej spolo¢nosti a tym prispievaju k jej
skvalitiovaniu”. Od roku 2004 az do roku 2013
ziskalo Novinarsku cenu Nadacie otvorenej
spolo¢nosti 179 novinarov. Cena je honorovana
finan¢nou Ciastkou 830 € a je udelovand na

slavnostnom vyhlédseniv Bratislave.

VitazilNovinarskej ceny 2011
Winnefs of the Journalism Awards 2011
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BFoto: oméE_HaIészﬁ

STVORENES SPY 3
CIETY FOUNDAT

NOS - OSF JOURNALISM AWARD

Nine years ago, the foundation decided to bestow

an annual award to Slovak journalists from different
types of media and different genres of journalism. The
main mission of this unique competition that has
gradually become prestigious is to “support and
appreciate journalists for outstanding works that
capture the problems of modern society in an
excellent manner and thus contribute to its
perfection”. Between 2004 and 2013, the NOS — OSF
Journalism Award was bestowed to 179 journalists.
The award comes with a financial bonus of €830 and
isawarded during a gala show in Bratislava.
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Jozef ,Danglar" Gertli pri preberani Novinarskej/ceny;
2008 za karikataru / Jozef "Danglar" Gertli receiving
Journalism Award 2008 for best cartoon ‘
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF

1

DISKUSNE KLUBY FRONTLINE A FACE
2 FACE

V roku 2009 sa naddcia rozhodla vo svojich
priestoroch v Open Gallery podporit kriticky diskurz
a otvarat cez diskusny Frontline klub Bratislava
zavazné témy. Inspirovala sa britskou organizaciou
Frontline Club London, ktor( zaloZil fotoreportér
Vaughan Smith. O rok neskér nadacia zacala
v spolupréci s Velvyslanectvom USA na Slovensku
pravidelny diskusny program Face 2 Face.

Medzi domécimi
hostami

pozvanymi i zahrani¢nymi

pravidelne vystupuji aj novinari
a videonahravky diskusii su pristupné na webovej

stranke NOS — OSE.

FRONTLINE AND FACE 2 FACE DISCUSSION
CLUBS

Inspired by Frontline Club London, a British
organization founded by press photographer
Vaughan Smith, the foundation in 2009 decided to
support critical public discourse and address pressing
social issues through the Frontline Bratislava
discussion club that found ahome in Open Gallery.

A year later, the foundation launched a regular
discussion program, Face 2 Face, in cooperation with
the U.S. Embassy in Slovakia. The list of invited guests
regularly features domestic and foreign journalists;
video recordings of the discussions are available on
the foundation's official website.
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Stdnictvo

Pravny stat, pristup k spravodlivosti ¢i otvorené
a nezavislé stdnictvo na Slovensku patria od konca
devétdesiatych rokov k témam, na ktoré sa NOS —
OSF

organizovanie S3pecializovanych konferencif,

systematicky zameriava. Podporuje
vydavanie zbornikov, $tadii a prieskumov verejnej
mienky. Velkym prinosom pre tento program bola
Katarina Starorova a neskor Viktéria Mlynarcikova.

reformy a:m J%ﬁeﬂ

NADAC .’- ".! TVI

R LLI
OPEN & '

Judiciary

Since the late 1990s, the rule of law, the access to
justice or the open and independent judiciary rank
among the most vividly discussed issues in Slovakia,
which is why NOS — OSF began to focus systematic
attention to them, supporting the organization of
specialized conferences, publication of proceedings,
and elaboration of studies and public opinion polls.
A great benefit to this program was Katarina
Staronova who was replaced by Viktéria
Mlynércikova.




Okrem prilezitostnych verejnych diskusif
o sudnictve NOS - OSF podporila viaceré
mimovladne organizacie, napriklad uz 11 ro¢nikov
konferencii pod nézvom Pristup k spravodlivosti:
Bariéry a vychodiska. Hlavnym organizatorom tychto
stretnuti je Specializovand mimovladna organizacia
Via luris, s ktorou naddcia Uzko spolupracuje, ako aj
s MVO Obcan, demokracia a zodpovednost (i
Aliancia Fair Play a dalSie. Aktivnymi Gcastnikmi
tychto konferencii st popredni pravnici i politici. Ich
prispevky st pristupné Sirokej verejnosti v podobe
zbornikov dostupnych nainternete.

Besides organizing occasional public discussions
on the condition of the country's judicial system, NOS
—OSF also supports a series of regular conferences (11
editions so far) that debate relevant judicial issues
under the name Access to Justice: Barriers and Ways
Out. The main organizer of these conferences is Via
luris, a non-governmental organization specializing in
furthering the rule of law; other NGOs participating in
the project include Citizen, Democracy and
Accountability and Fair Play Alliance. Active
participants of these conferences include prominent
Their
contributions are available to the general publicin the

lawyers and politicians. papers and

form of proceedings that are available on the Internet.

Uéastnici konferencie Sudnicke reformy, 2011
Participants of the judicial refogmieonference, 2011

EOtOFATChiv NOS - OSF
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Okruhly stol s velvyslancami pgcasinavstevy G.:Sorosa, 2010
Roundtable with ambassadors duringithelvisit of George Soros, 2010
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF

MEDZINARODNA
SPOLUPRACA

Slovenska Nadacia otvorenej spolo¢nosti vznikla
ako sucast velkého regiondlneho dsilia
o transforméciu postkomunistickych krajin na
demokratické spolocenstva. Okrem financnych
zdrojov od Georgea Sorosa sa mohla NOS — OSF od
zaCiatku opierat o kontakty a stcinnost sesterskych
nadacii v celej strednej a vychodnej Eurdpe, ¢o
predstavuje unikatny priestor na prepojenie

avzajomnu podporu rozvijajucich sa demokracii.

Prostrednictvom tejto sietovej spoluprace mohli
slovenski odbornici z réznych sfér, pedagdgovia,
aktivisti, novinari a pod. Cerpat a odovzdavat svoje
poznatky a reformné skisenosti. Za tymto ticelom bol
zriadeny samostatny grantovy East East Program —
partnerstvo bez hranic, do ktorého sa zapojila NOS -
OSF uz v roku 1994. Program bol na Slovensku
aktivny az do konca roku 2012. Koordinovali ho
postupne Alena Panikova, Judit Young, Anetta
HeteSovdaJana Kovacova Paczkowska.

INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION

Slovakia's Open Society Foundation emerged as
part of the endeavour aimed at assisting post-
communist countries' transformation to democratic
societies that stretched across the entire region of
Central and Eastern Europe. Besides the funds
contributed directly by George Soros, NOS — OSF
could always count on its contacts and cooperation
with sister foundations throughout the region, which
was a unique platform for networking and mutual
supportamong developing democracies.

It was this network that allowed Slovak experts
from various fields: teaching, political activism,
journalism, etc. to share their knowledge and reform
experience. In order to further this intra-regional
cooperation, the Open Society Institute established a
separate grant program called East East Beyond
Borders; the program in which NOS — OSF began to
participate in 1994, and the program remained fully
operational in Slovakia until the end of 2012. It was
gradually coordinated by Alena Panikovd, Judith
Young, Anetta HeteSovda and Jana Kovacova-
Paczkowska.
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East East Program umoznil stovkdam ludi zo
Slovenska zUcastnit sa pozndvacich pobytov, stazi,
konferencif v krajinach strednej a vychodnej Eurépy.
Okrem toho umoznil nezavislym odbornikom
a aktivistom z postkomunistickych krajin Cerpat
skusenosti na Slovensku. Financoval tiez konferencie
orientované na vymenu idef a ndzorov na rézne
spolocensko-politické témy. Za takmer dvadsat rokov
trvania East East Programu sa na programe zdcastnili
stovky odbornikov z r6znych oblasti.

NOS — OSF sa v rokoch 2006 — 2009 v Ulohe
pozorovatela podielala aj na aktivitach slovenskych
MVO, ktoré su sucastou Platformy rozvojovych

organizacii.

Barcamp - Open Space, 2010
Bar Camp - Open Space, 2010
Foto: Tomas Halasz

The program has enabled hundreds of Slovaks to
take part in research fellowships, educational stays,
and conferences in other central and eastern
European countries. In return, it brought independent
experts and activists from other post-communist
countries to Slovakia. Last but not least, it sponsored
conferences that focused on the mutual exchange of
ideas and views on various socio-political issues. In
almost 20 years of its operation, the program brought
together thousands of experts from various fields of

expertise.

Between 2006 and 2009, NOS — OSF in the
capacity of observer participated in activities of Slovak
NGOs that were associated in the Platform of

Development Organizations.



SPOLUPRACA
SO STATOM

Nadécia otvorenej spolo¢nosti mala vzdy ambiciu
viest s predstavitelmi Statu dialég a pokusat sa
o spolupréacu. Pre mnohych (itatelov bude
prekvapenim, ze NOS — OSF (,Sorosova nadacia")
patri medzi slovenské mimovladne organizécie

snajbohatSou vecnou spolupracou so Statom.

Na rozdiel od mnohych grantovych nadacii sa
NOS — OSF nevyhybala ani spolupraci a podpore
Statnych institdcii (Skoly, kniznice, kultdrne zariadenia
a pod.). Doévod bol jednoduchy — snaha o dialég a
pozitivne zmeny. V ¢asoch meciarizmu (1994 — 1998)
bola tato spolupraca z dévodov neochoty a zaujatosti
vtedajsej Meciarovej vlady limitovand. No i vtedy
vyuzili finan¢nt podporu NOS — OSF pri cestach na
zahrani¢né stdze aj predstavitelia centrdlnych
Statnych institlcii a pracovnici pdsobiaci v Statnej

sprave participovali na viacerych programoch

Konferencia Sudnické reformy, 2011 f
Conference on the judicial reform, 2011
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF

COOPERATION WITH
GOVERNMENT

The Open Society Foundation has always had an
ambition to establish and maintain a dialogue with
government representatives. Many readers will
probably find it surprising that NOS — OSF (yes, that
“evil Soros foundation”) ranks among Slovak non-
governmental organizations with the longest and
greatest history of cooperation with the government.

Unlike many other grant-providing foundations,
NOS — OSF never avoided cooperation with and
support of state-run institutions such as schools,
libraries, cultural establishments, etc. The reason was
simple: the foundation has always been driven by the
desire to establish a dialogue and inspire positive
changes. This cooperation was rather limited between
1994 and 1998 due to reluctance and prejudice on
the part of the third Vladimir Meciar administration.

But even during this period, many representatives of
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reformy,

organizovanych nadaciou, napr. stretnutia mladych

vychodoeurdpskych spisovatelov, Perspektivy

udrzatelného zivota, Bezpecnost v Eurdpe,
Vychodoeurdpsky fundraisingovy seminar, Pomoc
uteencom, Jazyk v totalitnej spolo¢nosti, Masmédia
v strednej a vychodnej Eurdpe, letné skoly politolégie,
zurnalistiky, jazykov, ekonomiky, matematiky, rozvoj
informa¢mych systémov, Privatizacia, pozemky,
byvanie, Upravy legislativy obtianskej spolo¢nosti,
KGB — vCera, dnes a zajtra — séria stretnuti, Pravo,
pravnické reformy, miestna samosprdva a verejna
sprava, Mladez v procese demokratizacie, Etnické
vztahy, néarodnosti, mensiny a analyza konfliktov,
Spolo¢nost v procese transformacie a rozvoj
v postkomunistickych krajinach, Socidlne dimenzie

zdravotnickej reformy a obcianske povedomie atd.

Po roku 1998 sa odstranili bariéry pre spolupracu
NOS — OSF so Statnymi institiciami na vsetkych
Urovniach. Nadécia zorganizovala mnozstvo stretnuti
a projektov, do ktorych boli zapojené institticie a [udia
z verejného sektora, napr. v rdmci programu HEP —
Health Education Program (Verejné zdravie) -
pedagodgovia, policia, lekari, pracovnici Statnej spravy,

central government institutions received financial
support from NOS — OSF to travel or take part in
educational stays abroad, and many civil servants
from state administration participated in various
programs, conferences and seminars organized by the
foundation. These included meetings of young east
European writers; Perspectives of Sustainable Life;
Security in Europe; East-European Fundraising

Seminar; Helping the Refugees; Language in
a Totalitarian Society; Mass Media in Central and
Eastern Europe; summer schools of political science,
journalism, languages, economy, mathematics, and IT
systems; Privatization, Land, Housing; Legislative
Amendments Concerning Civil Society; a series of
meetings entitled KGB Yesterday, Today and
Self-

Governance and Public Administration: Youth in the

Tomorrow; Law, Legal Reforms, Local
Democratization Process; Ethnic Relations, Minorities
and Conflict Analysis; Society in the Transformation
Process and Development of Post-Communist
Countries; Social Dimensions of the Health Service

Reform and Civic Awareness, etc.

Parliamentary elections in 1998 removed all
barriers to mutual cooperation between NOS — OSF
and government institutions on all levels. The
foundation began to organize various meetings and
projects, bringing together people and institutions
from the public sector. For instance, the Health
Education Program (HEP) that focused on public
health included pedagogues, medical doctors, police



Zuzén_a W\i‘énk, riaditelka AliancielFair-play,
diéﬁhsi@transparentnosti v §tét‘|‘1_e'zj‘spréve
Zgz_f}'n_a Wienk, director of the Fair-play Alliance,
discussion on transparency

Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF

poslanci; v ramci programu Reforma pravneho
systému to boli sudy, Policajny zbor SR. Nadacia
administruje $tipendijny program vypisany Uradom
vlady SR pre rémskych Studentov, spolupracuje
s Ministerstvom $kolstva SR a Statnym pedagogickym
Ustavom.

Pracovnici nadacie sa vdaka svojej expertize stali
za ostatné obdobie ¢lenmi vladnych vyborov a komisii
na réznych ministerstvach. Posobili, ¢i pdsobia
napriklad v Rade vlady pre neziskové organizécie,
Vybore pre rodovil rovnost, Vybore pre prava LGBTI
0s6b, Vybore pre predchadzanie a eliminéciu rasizmu,
xenofébie, antisemitizmu a ostatnych foriem
intolerancie, v pracovnej skupine Rady vlady SR pre
[udské prava, narodnostné mensiny a rodovu rovnost
pre problematiku inkluzivneho vzdeldvania, ako aj
v multidisciplinarnej integrovanej skupine odbornikov
zameranej na eliminaciu rasovo motivovanej trestnej
¢innosti a extrémizmu.

Okrem toho su pravidelne prizyvani k pripo-
mienkovaniu legislativy v spominanych oblastiach.

Znéme su napriklad mend a praca Barbory
Burajovej, Valentiny Petrus, Barbory Vanekovej,
Zuzany Neupauer ¢i predtym Silvie Miklikove;j.

officers, state administration employees and
members of the national parliament; another
program, Reform of the Legal System was designed
for people from the judiciary and the Slovak Police
Force. The foundation also administered a scholarship
program for Romany students under the auspices of
the Slovak Government's Office, cooperating with the
Ministry of Education and the State Pedagogical

Institute.

Based on their expertise, a number of foundation's
employees and experts recently became members of
various government committees and ministry
commissions. They have sat, for instance, on the
Government Council for Non-Profit Organizations,
the Government Council for Gender Equality, the
Government Council for the Rights of LGBTI Persons,
the Government Council for the Prevention and
Elimination of Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism
and Other Forms of Intolerance, a task force for
inclusive education that operates under the
patronage of the Government Council for Human
Rights, National Minorities and Gender Equality or
a multidisciplinary integrated expert task force that
focuses on the elimination of racially motivated crimes
and extremism.

Apart from that, they are regularly invited to
comment on legislative proposals that concern any of
the mentioned areas.
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Prijatie Georga Sorosa (vlavo) u Rudolf
Meeting of George Soros (left) and Rudolf
Foto: Peter Brenkus
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GEORGE SOROS
A SLOVENSKE
POLITICKE ELITY

George Soros je unikatna osobnost, ktora sa neda
vtesnat do Standardnych profesijnych (i
psychologickych 3ablén. Muz, ktory sa vdaka
hizevnatosti a talentu stal jednym z najvplyvnejsich
[udi
v postkomunistickej Eurdépe je obzvlast vyrazny.

na svete, pricom jeho vplyv na vyvoj
Financnik, filantrop a autor, ktory sa neboji ani vo
veku seniorov riskovat, provokovat a angazovat sa.
A to v mene idedlov otvorenej spolo¢nosti, ktoré si

osvojil uz ako univerzitny Student.

Ceskoslovensko a Slovensko dobre poznal este
z ¢ias komunizmu, kedy sa prostrednictvom Nadacie
Charty 77 snazil poméhat disidentom. Bezprostredne
po NeZnej revollcii v novembri 1989 a otvoreni
hranic navstivil Bratislavu a s novymi demokratickymi
elitami viedol rozhovory o oblastiach, v ktorych by
mohol pomédct. Nemal v Cesko-Slovensku zaujem

GEORGE SOROS
AND SLOVAKIA'S
POLITICAL ELITE

George Soros has a unique personality that does
not fit in standard professional or psychological
templates. A man who became one of the most
influential people in the world owing solely to tenacity
and talent, he has left a particularly significant mark in
the modern history of post-communist central and
eastern European countries. A financier,
philanthropist and author who even in his senior years
is not afraid to risk, provoke and get engaged in the
name of open society ideals he subscribed to since he
was a university student.

Soros became very familiar with the socio-political
situation in former Czechoslovakia during the
communist era when he was trying to help Czech and
Slovak dissidents through the Charter 77 Foundation.
Immediately after the Velvet Revolution in November
1989 opened the country's western border, Soros
visited Bratislava to hold talks with leaders of the new
democratic elite and identify areas in which he could
be helpful. He was not interested in doing business in



o podnikanie, ale o priamu finan¢ni pomoc pri
budovani otvorenej demokratickej spolo¢nosti.
Projekty nevymyslal a svoje ndpady nevnucoval.
Nacuval a reagoval. Promptne a nebyrokraticky. Mal
pritom zvysenu citlivost na vladu zakona, ludské
prdva a marginalizované skupiny. Na postoji
politickych elit k nemu sa da dobre ilustrovat
dynamika demokratického vyvoja na Slovensku za

ostatnych dvadsat rokov.

Po nastupe Vladimira Meciara k moci a rozdeleni
Cesko-Slovenska v januari 1993 bolo len otazkou
¢asu, kedy sa George Soros stane teréom Utokov
tohto dominantného slovenského politika
s autoritarskymi sklonmi. KedZe Meciar zacal opéat

moc centralizovat a obmedzovat obdianske slobody,

George Soros (vlavo) na prijatf
Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda (right
Foto: Peter Brenkus

eorge Soros

ikulasa Dzurindu

Czechoslovakia but was very much interested in
providing direct financial assistance to building an
open democratic society. He did not conceive the
projects and refrained from imposing his ideas on his
partners. Instead, he listened to his partners' needs
and reacted to them in a prompt and non-
bureaucratic fashion. He was particularly sensitive to
issues related to the rule of law, human rights and
marginalized population groups.

The prevailing attitude of the country's political
elite to George Soros very much reflects the
dynamism of Slovakia's development toward
democracy over the past two decades. After Vladimir
Meciar resumed power in Slovakia in summer 1992
and co-engineered the “velvet divorce” of

Czechoslovakia in January 1993, it was only a matter
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drazdilo ho, Ze mnohé mimovlddne organizacie
vratane NOS — OSF sa proti tomu postavili.

Ked George Soros niekolko mesiacov po zriadeni
Nadacie otvorenej spolo¢nosti na Slovensku prisiel v
juni 1993 do Bratislavy, ludia z mimovladnej sféry
a demokraticki politici ho vitali s tctou. V oficidlnych
provladnych médiach vsak uz bol vykreslovany ako
neprajnik mladého $tatu a bolo nemyslitelné, aby sa
s nim vladni predstavitelia stretli. O rok neskor, ked
George Soros na medzinarodnom ekonomickom fére
v Crans Montane na adresu Meciarovej politiky
vedlcej Slovensko do medzinarodnej izolacie vyslovil
kritiku,
a oznacil Sorosa za nepriatela Statu. Niektori Celni

rezim zareagoval mimoriadne prudko

ideolégovia Meciarovho hnutia dokonca volali po
tom, aby bol Soros u nas oficidlne vyhlaseny za
personu non grata.

Georgea Sorosa to neodradilo a Nadéacia
otvorenej spoloc¢nosti pokracovala vo svojich
Sirokospektralnych programoch nerusene

a transparentne dalej. Po¢as nadchadzajlcich navstev

of time before this dominant political leader with
authoritarian tendencies set his sights onto George
Soros. Since Meciar's political agenda included
concentration of power and restriction of civil
freedoms, he was irritated by the fact that many non-
governmental organizations including NOS - OSF
emphatically opposed his designs.

When George Soros arrived in Bratislava in June
1993, several months after founding the Open
Society Fund in Slovakia, representatives of the third
sector and pro-democratic politicians welcomed him
with due respect. But official pro-government media
had already portrayed him as a dog in the manger for
newly-independent Slovakia, and government
officials refused to meet with him. A year later, when
George Soros was attending an international
economic conference in Crans Montana, Switzerland,
he stated that Meciar's policies were leading Slovakia
The Meciar
reaction was extremely

into international isolation.
administration's
undiplomatic. It labeled Soros an enemy of the state.

Some of the leaders of Meciar's Movement for a

George Soros (vlavo) pocas prijatia u Péla Csakyho, podpredsedu vlady SR pre mensiny a ludské prava
Meeting of George Soros (left) and Pal Csaky, Deputy Prime MiniSter for Minorities and Human Rights
Foto: Peter Brenkus




Stretnutie Georga Sorosa s ministrom financii SR lvanom Miklesom
Meeting of George Soros (right) with Minister of Finance Ivan Miklos
Foto: Peter Brenkus

na Slovensku v rokoch 1995 v PreSove a v roku 1997
v Bratislave mal George Soros okrem stretnuti
s predstavitelmi demokratickych politickych kruhov,
médii a obcianskej spoloc¢nosti i verejné vystipenie
pre Studentov na bratislavskej Ekonomicke;j

univerzite. Velkd univerzitnd sala bola preplnena.

Po volebnej porazke V. Meciara v roku 1998 sa
postoj politickych elit k Sorosovi zdsadne meni.
Ludom z dvoch koali¢nych vlad Mikuldsa Dzurindu
(1998 — 2006) bol zrejmy nezistny vklad Georgea
Sorosa do modernizacie Slovenska. Opakovane sa
s nim na roéznych medzinarodnych férach stretli
a nemali problém ho prijat pocas jeho navstevy
Bratislavy.

Imidz financnika a filantropa Sorosa na Slovensku,
ktory bol dlhodobo kultivovany nacionalistickymi
kruhmi, vSak u Casti verejnosti zostdval negativny.
Anonymné ataky sa sustredovali najmd na jeho
Udajnt ziStnost, bohatstvo a madarsko-Zidovsky

Democratic Slovakia (HZDS) even demanded that
Soros be officially proclaimed a persona non grata.

But Soros did not let himself be discouraged, and
his Open Society Fund continued to pursue the broad
spectrum of its activities in the most transparent
manner. During his next visit to Slovakia in 1997,
Soros not only met with representatives of pro-
democratic political forces, media and civil society but
made a public appearance in the assembly hall of the
Economic University that was packed with students.

Following Meciar's election defeat in 1998, the
attitude of Slovakia's political representation to Soros
changed fundamentally. All members of two
consecutive Mikuld$ Dzurinda coalition governments
(1998 — 2006) acknowledged Soros' unselfish
contribution to Slovakia's modernization by
repeatedly meeting with him at various international
forums. They also received him on his visit to
Bratislava.
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pévod. Ked sa v roku 2006 dostavaju do koali¢nej
vlady Roberta Fica ako partneri Meciarovho HZDS
a Slovenska narodna strana radikalneho nacionalistu
Jana Slotu, sem-tam zazneli na verejnosti
protisorosovské tony. Nielen od HZDS a SNS, ale aj od
samotného premiéra Fica. Nemali viak uz vobec taku

intenzitu ako v ¢asoch meciarizmu.

Vlada Ivety Radicovej mala postoj k Georgeovi
Sorosovi otvoreny, pretoze premiérka i viaceri jej
kolegovia ho osobne poznali a bola im znama jeho
filantropicka ¢innost (1. Radicova bola v rokoch 2001 —
2004 predsednickou spravnej rady NOS — OSF). Isté
prekvapenie preto vyvolala skuto¢nost, ze premiérka
Radi¢ovd sa s nim pocas jeho ndvstevy Bratislavy
v septembri 2010 nestretla. Podpredseda vlady pre
mensiny Rudolf Chmel (tieZ pbsobil v spravnej rade
nadéacie ako jej prvy predseda a je na Cele Rady
starSich) vSak prebral s Georgeon Sorosom otézky
postavenia Rémov na Slovensku, comu venuje u nés
filantrop pozornost a financie uz viac nez dvadsat
rokov. Stretol sa s nim tiez Ivan Miklos, vtedajsi
minister financii. Programy zamerané na Rémov
v ramci Dekady rémskeho zaclefiovania (iniciovanej
Georgeom Sorosom) si osvojili aj vlady Réberta Fica,
aj koalicna vlada v roku 2006, aj ta, ktora do funkcie
nastupila v aprili 2012. S ¢lenmi Ficovho kabinetu sa
George Soros doposial nestretol. Okrem jedného
slovného Gtoku na sdcasnl opoziciu spajani so
Sorosovym vplyvom z Ust poslanca Antona Martvoria
stcasni vladni predstavitelia nevyslovili na adresu
Georgea Sorosa negativne vyjadrenia.

But Soros' image within certain segments of the
Slovak population remained largely negative, mainly
because it had been cultivated by nationalistic circles
whose representatives targeted particularly his
alleged greediness, wealth and Hungarian-Jewish
origin. After Robert Fico had chosen to form his first
coalition government with Meciar's HZDS and the
Slovak National Party of radical nationalist Jan Slota in
2006, anti-Soros voices were publicly heard again
from time to time, not only from HZDS and SNS
representatives but even from Prime Minister Fico;
however, their intensity did not even begin to
compare to the period that came to be known as
Meciarism.

The administration of Iveta Radi¢ova, which
replaced the first Fico government in 2010, kept on
friendly terms with George Soros because the prime
minister and some of her closest colleagues knew him
personally and were well aware of his philanthropic
activities. After all, Radi¢ova chaired the NOS — OSF
Board of Trustees between 2001 and 2004; therefore
it came as a surprise that she did not meet with Soros
during his visit to Bratislava in September 2010. On
the other hand, Deputy Prime Minister for Human
Rights, National Minorities and Gender Equality
Rudolf Chmel (who was the first chairman of the
foundation's Board of Trustees and continues to
preside over its council of elders) discussed with him
the current situation of the Roma in Slovakia, an issue
that has attracted Soros' attention and money for
more than 20 years. Another cabinet member to meet
with Soros was Finance Minister van Miklos.

The programs targeting the Roma that form part
of the Decade of Roma Inclusion initiated by George
Soros have also been embraced by both Rébert Fico
administrations, the one in office from 2006 to 2010
as well as the one that came to power in April 2012.
No member of the incumbent administration has met
with Soros, officially or unofficially. But apart from a
single verbal attack presented by MP Anton Martvor
(Smer - SD) who accused opposition parties of being
under Soros' influence, none of them has presented
any negative statements about Soros either.
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George Soros v Bratislave, 2010
George Soros in Bratislava in 2010
Foto: Peter Brenkus

,SOROSOVE PENIAZE"

Pojem ,Sorosove peniaze” ma na Slovensku,
podobne ako v mnohych inych krajinach byvalého
vychodného bloku, ale aj v jeho stc¢asnej domovine
USA, S3pecifickll  konotéciu. Je to takpovediac
samostatnd mena so stabilnym kurzom. Cim je
v krajine mensia tolerancia k vlade zékona,
transparentnosti a Ucasti obcanov na sprave
verejnych veci, tym st ,Sorosove filantropické
peniaze" a ludia s nimi akokolvek spojeni predmetom
vacsich mystifikacii a atakov. Najjednoznacnejsie sa
k tejto nadatnej mene spoza ocednu postavil
bielorusky prezident Alexander Lukasenko. Sorosovu
nadéciu z Bieloruska uz davno vyhnal. Vzapatii vietky
eurdpske nadacie, ktoré podporovali jeho odbojnych
oponentov. Obnovil , poriadok”, dosiahol vlastnu
medzindrodnu izoldciu a ma zdanlivy pokoj.

.Sorosove peniaze” poriadne prekazali
i Milosevi¢ovi, TudZmanovi, Meciarovi a dalsim
,otcom ndroda" s vyhranenou predstavou
o spoloc¢ensko-politickom poriadku. V regioéne
strednej a vychodnej Eurdpy sa objavuju aj dalsi novi
vladcovia, hnani podobnymi spravovatelskymi

pokuseniami.

THE “SOROS MONEY”

Like in many other countries of the former Soviet
bloc as well as his current homeland, the United
States, the notion of “Soros money"” has a specific
connotation in Slovakia. It is, so to speak, an
independent currency with an inverse exchange rate.
In other words, the smaller is the country's respect for
the rule of law, transparency and citizens' active
participation in administering public affairs, the more
the “Soros philanthropic money"” and all people
connected to them in any way become the target of
mystification and smear campaigns. This foundation
currency from overseas was given the shortest shrift
by Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko who
drove the Soros Foundation away from Belarus in
1997. All European foundations that supported his
rebellious opponents were expelled shortly
afterwards. He restored "“order” and achieved
seeming peace — if that's what international isolation

amounts to.

The “Soros money" was also a sharp thorn in the
side of Milosevi¢, Tudjman, Meciar and other “fathers
of nations” who all harboured rather odd ideas about
their countries' socio-political configurations. That the
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Mystifikacia a manipulacia informacii o dnes uz
83-rotnom finanénikovi a filantropovi mé svoje
zazemie i na Slovensku. Ak opomenieme pridisané
antimadarské a antisemitské sentimenty, vynara sa
podozrievavost [udi k vplyvom zo zahranicia,
pomerne rozhojnené kon3piracné tedrie a znacnd
nedbvera k spravaniu a motivacii bohatych ludi.
George Soros poskytol Slovensku cast svojho
sikromného bohatstva neziStne, transparentne
a legélne. Za cely cas jeho filantropickych aktivit
nebola proti jeho nadécii vznesend jedind namietka zo
strany sudov, danovych a financnych orgéanov.
Motivaciou Georgea Sorosa nebola slava ani zisk, ale
snaha pomact Slovensku, podobne ako aj v pripade
inych krajin, aby bolo dobre spravované a Uspesné na
medzinarodnej scéne.

Bolo by urcite zaujimavé porovnat objem
filantropickych prostriedkov novodobych
slovenskych bohacov s Georgeom Sorosom, ktory na
Slovensku nepodnikal a neziskaval zdroje svojho
bohatstva. Mohlo by pritom ist o ktortkolvek

z nasledujdcich oblasti: podporu slovenskych

battle against them is a constant one was confirmed in
recent years when new rulers driven by similar
temptations began to appear throughout the region
of Central and Eastern Europe.

Mystification and manipulation of information
about this 83-year-old financier and philanthropist
has a long history in Slovakia. Even if we disregard
latent anti-Hungarian and anti-Semitic sentiments,
we are most likely to find people's suspicions of any
foreign influence, relatively abundant conspiracy
theories and significant distrust of wealthy people's
behaviour and motivation in general.

To set the record straight, let's be clear about one
indisputable fact: George Soros has dedicated part of
his own private wealth to Slovakia selflessly,
transparently and in compliance with all valid laws.
During the two decades of its philanthropic activities,
the foundation he established did not face a single
challenge from courts of justice, tax or financial
authorities. The main driving force of George Soros in
Slovakia — like in many other post-communist

Publikacie a projekty nadacie
Publications and projects of the Foundation



Studentov na ceste za vzdelanim, zavadzanie
internetu a podporu krizkov na nasich 3kolach,
podporu vedcov, ucitelov, lekdrov alebo podporu
vydavania slovenskej literattry a prekladov. Alebo sa
inSpirovat objemom prostriedkov poskytnutych na
rieSenie rémskej otazky, pripadne podporit
mimovladne organizdcie sliZiace obéanom po celom
Slovensku vratane tych, o bojuju o profesionalnejsiu

a Cestnejsiu politiku a sidnictvo.

George Soros na Slovensku nevynakladal
financné prostriedky na budovanie svojho imidzu.
Nenechal si robit prieskumy verejnej mienky. Nestél
o obdiv a popularitu. Je len a len na nas, na tisicoch
[udi, ktorym nezistne pomohol, na zodpovednosti
a slusnosti lidrov, nielen politickych, aby sa sami
vysporiadali s prejavenim uznania tomuto
pozoruhodnému svetooblanovi. Dve dekady od
zaloZzenia Nadacie otvorenej spolocnosti st na to
dobrou prilezitostou.

countries — was not popularity or profit but a sincere
effort to help the country be well governed and
successful on the international scene.

By the way, George Soros never did business in
Slovakia, which means that its inhabitants were never
the source of his wealth. But it would certainly be
interesting to compare Soros to any of Slovakia's
nouveau riches in terms of the total volume of funds
they have spent on philanthropy. As the area of
reference, we could take any of the following areas:
supporting Slovak students on their educational path;
installing Internet connections at Slovak schools and
financing their amateur clubs; sponsoring research
fellowships of Slovak scientists, teachers, and doctors;
financing publication of Slovak literature and
translations of world's literary gems; helping tackle
problems of the Roma; or supporting non-
governmental organizations that serve citizens all
over Slovakia, including those who at this very
moment struggle for more professional and honest
politics and judiciary.

George Soros has not spent a single cent on
building his favourable image in Slovakia. He never
commissioned a single public opinion poll. He could
care less about reverence and popularity. It is only up
to us, the thousands of people who have benefited
from his generosity, and the dozens of national
leaders, political and otherwise, to find the dignity and
decency to show respect to this remarkable world
citizen. The 20th anniversary of establishing the Open
Society Foundation seems a good opportunity.
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(M ZIJE NADACIA
OTVORENE]
SPOLOCNOSTI DNES

Dika pésobenia Nadécie otvorenej spolo¢nosti je
takmer totoznd s vekom samostatnej Slovenskej
republiky. Pri jej vzniku George Soros a ludia pracujtci
v nadécii nevedeli, aky dlhy Zivot bude mat
novoustanovend nadacia. Mnohé jej programy sa uz
ukoncili, pripadne osamostatnili, alebo ich realizuju
iné institlicie. Suvisi to najma s tym, Ze Slovensko,
jeho obcania a institicie dokazali za ostatnych
dvadsat rokov zivotaschopnost v rozvoji svojej
Statnosti a postaveni na medzindrodnej scéne.
Nekondiaci zapas o otvorent spolo¢nost ma vsak este
vzdy pred sebou, pretoze vyvstalo viacero
nepredvidanych domaécich problémov. Navyse
politicko-ekonomickt krizu riesi i samotna Eurépska
Unia, ktorej je Slovensko uz takmer 10 rokov ¢lenskou

krajinou.

WHAT IS THE
FOUNDATION'S
CURRENT FOCUS?

The history of the Open Society Foundation is
almost identical to that of independent Slovakia. At
the time of its founding, its lifespan was unknown
both to Soros and to its employees. Many of its
programs have been terminated, become
independent or begun to be implemented by other
institutions. This has to do mostly with the fact that
Slovakia, its citizens and institutions have over the
past 20 years proven their viability in terms of building
independent statehood and winning recognition on
the international scene; however, the never-ending
struggle for open society is far from over as several
unforeseen domestic problems have arisen.
Moreover, the European Union of which Slovakia has
been a full-fledged member for almost a decade is
currently facing a multitude of serious political,

economic and institutional problems.

Debata s verejnostou v Open Gallery (Frontline Club)
Public debate in the Open Gallery (Frontline Club)
Foto: Archiv NOS - OSF




Podpredseda vlady a minister zahrani¢nych veci a eurépskych zélezitosti SR Miroslav Lajéak odovzdava Alene Péanikovej Cenu za
vyznamny prinos v oblasti ochrany a podpory ludskych prav za rok 2013 / Alena Panikova, right, receiving the annual Award for contribution
to the protection and promotion of human rights from Miroslav Laj¢ak, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of

the Slovak Republic, December 2013

Nadacia otvorenej spolo¢nosti je na Slovensku
dobre etablovanou, nezavislou organizaciou, ktora sa
uz osamostatnila, a asi polovica jej financii pochadza
z eurdpskych zdrojov. V rdmci medzinarodnej siete
naddcii otvorenej spolo¢nosti md uz dnes status
afilovanej, nie ¢lenskej organizacie. Financie pre svoju
¢innost bude ziskavat v Coraz vacsej miere z domaécich
a eurdépskych zdrojov. NOS — OSF pomohla k vzniku
alebo transformacii mnohych nezavislych organizacii.
Na prahu svojej tretej dekddy vedenie nadécie a jej
spravna rada premyslaju nad strategickymi
rozvojovymi otdzkami, stvisiacimi s jej vlastnym
fungovanim.

NOS - OSF si nadalej ponechéva svoju znacku,
meno a misiu. Planuje pokracovat v poskytovani
grantov a popri tom mat aj vlastn programovu
¢innost v oblastiach, kde ziskala expertizu a prestiz.
Pozornost pritom bude nadalej venovat oblasti
[udskych prav a posilneniu kapacit kli¢ovych MVO,
najméd tych, ktoré sa usiluj o transparentnost
a efektivnost politického systému a justicie. Rokom

Foto: Archiv MZVaEZ

Nowadays, the Open Society Foundation is a non-
governmental organization that is not only well-
established but also increasingly independent as
approximately half of its funding comes from
European sources. In the ideal-case scenario, it will
continue to increase the volume of funds raised for its
programs from domestic and European sources.
Consequently, its status within the international
network of open society foundations has gradually
evolved from that of member organization to that of
affiliated one. NOS — OSF has positively affected the
emergence or transformation of a number of
independent non-governmental organizations. On
the threshold of the third decade of its existence, the
foundation's leaders and its Board of Trustees are
pondering strategic development issues that are
related to its own modus operandi.

Alena Panikova resigned as the foundation's
executive director on January 1, 2014; however, she
remains a member of the advisory body to its Board of
Trustees. Similarly, the brand of NOS — OSF, its name
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uzanalKusoval

Predsdﬁiéa spravnejirady/NOS]
ZuzanalKusovaehaigofithe]NOSIOSEboard
Foto: ArchiiNOSEIOSE

2013 uzatvéra svoje pdsobenie v pozicii vykonnej
riaditelky Alena Panikovéd, zostava v3ak s nadéciou
nadalej spojend ako ¢lenka poradného organu
Spravnejrady NOS—OSF.

V gendéme Nadacie otvorenej spolocnosti je
vloZena starostlivost o marginalizovanych [udi, najma
Roémov, ktorych postavenie a Zivotné podmienky sd
na Slovensku este vzdy viac nez zlozité. V tejto oblasti
sa NOS - OSF bude angazovat i nadalej. Podobne
planuje prispievat aj k skvalitiovaniu stdnictva,
ktorého doveryhodnost sa v ociach verejnosti ¢oraz
Dobre

programy, akymi st Novinarska cena a stredoskolské

viac prepada. rozbehnuté mnohoroc¢né
zahrani¢né Stipendia, zostanu v portféliu nadacie aj
v nadchadzajtcich rokoch.

NOS - OSF bola vzdy timovym hrac¢om a snazila
sa pri napliani svoje misie o $iroku siet spoluprace
s domacimi i zahrani¢nymi, mimovladnymi i Statnymi
partnermi. Tuto charakteristiku si planuje udrzat aj
v dalsej dekade.

and mission remain unchanged. It intends to continue
to provide grants while pursuing its own programs in
areas where it has built expertise and prestige. At the
same time, it is very likely to focus its attention on
human rights and strengthening the capacity of key
NGOs, particularly those that strive to further
transparency and effectiveness of the country's
political and judicial systems.

Deeply etched in the genome of the Open Society
Foundation is caring for marginalized population
groups, especially the Roma, whose social status and
living conditions in Slovakia continue to be more than
complicated. Therefore, NOS — OSF is very likely to
continue its involvement in this area. Similarly, it plans
to contribute to increasing the quality and
professionalism of the judiciary whose credibility in
the eyes of the general public threatens to slump
beyond the unimaginable. Most well-established
programs with a long history of success, such as the
NOS — OSF Journalism Award or foreign exchange
scholarships for secondary school students, are likely
to remain in the foundation's portfolio for many years
to come.

NOS — OSF has always been a team player that
strives for cooperation with domestic and foreign,
non-governmental as well as government partners in
accomplishing its mission. This characteristic will most
likely remain a steady part of its profile throughout the

third decade of its operation in Slovakia.




DOSLOV
RUDOLF CHMEL

Rudolf Chmel, predse
narodnostné mensiny

V)’Iboru- NRISR pre [udské prava a

=
€ommittee of the National
Council SR for Human Rights and Minorities

Foto: Archiv Rudolf Chmel

Otvorena spolo¢nost na zatvorenom
Slovensku?

Ked sme sa od konca osemdesiatych rokov zacali
Coraz va¢Smi uvedomovat ako obcania a obcianska
spolo¢nost, chvilu ndm trvalo, kym sme pochopili
skuto&ny obsah tychto pojmov. Cosi sme o nich vedeli
aj predtym, ale az november “89 otvoril moznosti na
ich plnohodnotnu realizaciu a pojmy demokracia,
[udské prava a obcianska spolo¢nost sa pre
nasledujlice roky stali kli¢ovymi. Byt ob¢anom uz
znamenalo nie iba obcianstvo, ale predovietkym
obcianskost ako politick( kvalifikaciu svojho druhu.
Obcianska spolo¢nost (nie stucet ob¢anov) mala totiz
vyvazovat vplyv $tatu, ¢o do novembra 89 bolo
posudzované zvacia ako protistatny skutok. A zrazu
je tu obcianska spolo¢nost ako protivaha Statu —
najmad vtedy, ked'sa ten $tat, napriek zritenej totalite,
citil ¢asto vSemocny. Obcianska spolo¢nost je vsak
preto obcianska (a nie $tatna), lebo chce byt nezavisla

POSTSCRIPT BY
RUDOLF CHMEL

Open society in closed Slovakia?

When we began to awake at the end of the 1980s
as increasingly self-conscious citizens who wanted to
live in a civil society, it took us a good while before we
finally understood the actual meaning of these terms.
We did keep some hazy ideas about them even
before, but it was November 1989 that opened
possibilities for their full-fledged implementation and
made democracy, human rights and civil society the
key concepts for decades to come. Being a citizen did
not amount merely to citizenship anymore but
included civic-mindedness as a political qualification
of its own kind. Civil society (not to be confused with
the sum of all citizens) was supposed to outweigh the
influence of the state, which before that November
normally used to be qualified as an assault against the
state. And suddenly there was fledgling civil society
that acted as a counterbalance to the state, especially
when that state often felt omnipotent although the
communist totalitarianism was long gone. But civil
society is civil (as opposed to state) exactly because it
yearns to be independent from the state; it protects
individuals' rights and freedoms against government
or against the state, if you will (Little did we know at
that point, of course, that we would eventually have
tointroduce the institution of ombudsman).

But in the early 1990s, none of that was
sufficiently obvious. While some of us agonized over
democracy, human rights and civil society, other —
undeniably more far-sighted — citizens had their sights
already set on privatization, or more likely
“plunderization”, this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
when one must throw away all scruples and forget
about lofty values such as democracy. And then there
were those who once again felt Slovak blood pulsing
in their veins that had not so long ago been saturated
with proletarian internationalism, which some of my
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od statu — vytvédra ochranu pred vladou, ak chcete,
prave pred S$taitom, ochranu individudlnych prav
aslobod. (V tom case sme, pravdaze, este len tusili, ze
raz bude musiet prist rad aj na ombudsmana.)

To vietko na zaciatku devdtdesiatych rokov vsak
eSte nebolo také zrejmé. Niektori mysleli na
demokraciu, ludské prava, obciansku spolo¢nost; inf
uz na privatizaciu, presnejsie na rabovacku, aka sa
naskytne raz, mozno dva razy za storocie a vtedy sa
treba vykaslat na vietko, nielen na demokraciu. Ale
boli aj taki, ktorym sa znova raz rozpridila v zZilach
slovenska krv, ktort eSte nedévno spolahlivo suploval
proletarsky internacionalizmus, u niektorych mojich
dovtedajsich kolegov v Literarnovednom Ustave SAV
doplneny revitalizovanim socialistického realizmu.
Rabovacka svojstojnej slovenskej kapitélotvorne;j
vrstvy, aby som sa dovolal terminolégie jedného
Meciarovho pobocnika tych cias, a nacionalizmus,
xenofébia, antisemitizmus iného jeho poskoka tak
tvorili podstatny obsah novej Statnosti, obohatenej
onedlho o eSte dodnes stidle neuveritelne

amnestovany Statny terorizmus.

Aj z takychto zdrojov sa Zivil politicky Zivot na
Slovensku najmd po volbach v lete 1992 a po
rozdeleni Cesko-Slovenska 1. januara 1993.
Autoritarsky systém, ktory dostal priliehavé
pomenovanie meciarizmus, sa viak stal pre slovensku
spolo¢nost nebezpecenstvom, ktoré ju redlne
odsUvalo na perifériu strednej Eurdpy, ba este dalej —

navychodina juh.

Aj preto v tom necase bolo treba postavit takejto
politike hradzu. Keby som sa chcel ironicky vyjadrit,
mohol by som povedat, Ze vdaka tomu
populistickému meciarizmu sa svojim sposobom
vybudila obcianska spolo¢nost, mimovladne
zdruZenia, treti sektor k aktivitdm dovtedy
nebyvalym, ktoré v rokoch 1993 - 1998 zohrali
historicku rolu v transformdcii slovenskej spolo¢nosti
z autoritarskej, takmer diktatorskej, na demokratickd.
Ked sa po volbach roku 1992 buddci slovensky stat

zacal vyvijat ako autoritdrsky néarodny, takmer na

former colleagues at the SAV Institute of Literary
Science combined with resuscitation of socialistic
realism. The looting of Slovakia's riches by its own
“independent capital-generating class” — to recall
a term coined at the time by one of Meciar's
henchmen — along with nationalism, xenophobia and
anti-Semitism of his other hangers-on thus became
the essence of the country's new statehood, which
would soon include state-sponsored and state-
pardoned terrorism.

These were the cornerstones of Slovakia's political
life in early years, particularly after parliamentary
elections in summer 1992 and the subsequent split-up
of the Czechoslovak Federation on January 1, 1993.
But the authoritarian system, which would soon be
christened as “Meciarism”, became an increasing
burden for the Slovak society as it pushed the young
country to the periphery of Central Europe and even
farther eastward and southward.

In this time of political depression it was
increasingly important to build a barrier against this
style of governance. If | wanted to be waspish, | would
say it was Meciar's populism that provoked civil
society, non-governmental organizations, civic
associations and other third sector subjects to
unprecedented activity, which between 1993 and
1998 played a crucial role in Slovak society's
transformation from authoritarian, almost dictatorial,
to democratic. Shortly after the 1992 parliamentary
elections, Slovakia set off on a path toward an
authoritarian national state strongly built on the
principle of political leadership; fortunately, the
institution of leader was not incorporated into the
constitution like it had been during the wartime
Slovak State. But as the worshipped and omnipotent
sovereign state systematically started to suppress civil
society, it turned out that the Slovaks had something
in them that prevented them from jumping into the
gorge. All of us who were unable to embrace this
authoritarian state were branded as non-national,
even anti-national world citizens (I have been given



zaklade politického vodcovstva (nastastie sa princip
vodcu nedostal do Ustavy ako za vojnového Statu),
ked adorovany a vsemocny, najma v3ak samostatny
stat programovo potlacal obciansku spolocnost,
predsa len sa ukazalo, Ze v slovenskej spolo¢nosti
existuje Cosi, €o ju zastavi pred priepastou. V3etci,
ktori sme si takyto autoritarsky $tat nedokazali osvojit,
boli sme oznaleni ako nendrodni, ba protindrodni
svetoobcania (s tymto hrdym titulom sa potykam od
mladosti dodnes), ale bolo nas ¢oraz viac a viac tych,
¢o odmietali populizmus kazdej odrody a netizili
pokracovat v prednovembrovej ceste na vychod.

Pocas svojho posobenia vo funkcii velvyslanca
Cesko-Slovenska v Madarsku v rokoch 1990 — 1992
som sa vo svojich medidlnych a inych verejnych
vystipeniach netajil svojou obcianskostou ani
obcianskymi postojmi, ktoré boli v zdsadnom rozpore
i spore s meciarizmom — pravdaze, bol som cesko-
slovenskym velvyslancom s krytim méjho prezidenta
Véclava Havla. Navyse moji madarski priatelia,
prezidentom Arpadom Gonczom poécinajlc
a spisovatelmi Miklésom Meszdélyom, Gydrgyom
Konrddom, Péterom Esterhdzym i publicistom,
hrdinom revolicie roku 1956 a predsedom
budapestianskej Nadacie otvorenej spolocnosti
Miklésom Vésarhelyim nekonciac, boli ti, s ktorymi
som stravil mnoho rozhovorov o mentalnom stave
krajin postkomunistickej strednej Eurépy. Nehovoriac
o tom, Ze do SirSieho diskusného okruhu mojich
kontaktov v tom case patrili aj moji priatelia
z liberélnej strany Zvéz slobodnych demokratov na
Cele s Janosom Kisom, v ¢ase vlady konzervativnych
krestanskych nérodniarov na cele s Jézsefom
Antallom, pravdaze, v opozicii. Aj madarska
spolo¢nost bola vtedy polarizovand, najmd na
pritomnosti storo¢nych predsudkov: [udovi
vs. urbarni, teda narodni vs. liberalni, este lepSie:
madarski vs. Zidovski; dalo sa na tomto pddoryse
vnimat aj slovenské oZivenie starych slovenskych
sporov (nehovoriac o tom, Ze analégie sa nasli aj
v Polsku, iba Cesko sa zdalo vtedy akoby imdnne — &as

vsak ukazal, Ze vietko je docasné).

this title since my youth and | am proud of itl);
fortunately, there seemed to be more and more of
those who refused populism of any kind and did not
wish to continue on the path eastward from before
November 1989.

In my statements for the media and other public
appearances throughout my stint at the post of
Czechoslovakia's ambassador to Hungary between
1990 and 1992, | never tried to hide my civic-
mindedness and civic views that were in fundamental
contradiction to Meciar's policies — of course, | could
afford it because | was a Czechoslovak ambassador
who could rely on the political cover of my president,
Véclav Havel. | spent many hours discussing the
mental state of post-communist central European
countries with my Hungarian friends, including
President Arpéd Goncz, authors Miklés Meszoly,
Gyorgy Konrad, Péter Esterhazy or journalist Miklés
Vasarhelyi, a hero of the 1956 revolution and
chairman of the Budapest-based Open Society
Foundation. The broader circle of my favourite
discussion partners also included my friends from the
Alliance of Free Democrats led by Janos Kis who were
in opposition during the rule of Jozsef Antall and his
nationalist Christian conservatives. Hungarian society
was also polarized on age-old conflicts of rural vs.
urban, nationalist vs. liberal or, better yet, Hungarian
vs. Jewish; one could say that old antagonisms within
Slovak or Polish society were revived along the same
division lines (only the Czech Republic seemed
immune until the passage of time showed that
everything was temporary).

One of my former subordinates at the SAV
Institute of Literary Science who had in the meantime
become a militant Meciar supporter declared his own
life-and-death crusade against George Soros on the
time-tested platform of his Hungarian-Jewish (and
American, on top of everything!) origin. This nasty
piece of work was one of the most prominent Meciar
stalwarts to help inculcate a very false myth into the
heads of naive Slovaks that has remained there for

almost quarter of a century: that Soros was behind all
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Ked som sa dopocul, Ze mdj nedavny podriadeny
v Literdrnovednom Ustave SAV, v tom case uz
militantny meciarovec, zacina na starom dobrom
podoryse Madar, Zid (a este American!) zvadzat svoj
dosmrtny boj s Georgeom Sorosom, povedal som si,
tu je prilezitost (ked' som sa od spominanych priatelov
dozvedel, Ze George Soros je prave v Budapesti)
pozvat ho niekedy v polovici roku 1991 spolu s nimi
do rezidencie na obed. Na Slovensku uz totiz pomaly
Stvrtstorocie panuje velmi falosny mytus, ktory sa
nielen zasluhou toho jedného meciarovského
vyte¢nika vstepil ustavicnym opakovanim do
naivnych hlav roddkov: Ze totiz za vSetkym zlym, ¢o
nam Madari robili, robia a eSte budu robit, je Soros.
Tento blud, ktorého sa niektori rodaci od dolnych
prie¢ok po tie najvyssie drzia, nema nadej na
korekciu, vyhovuje naSmu ,vrodenému”
antimadarizmu aj antisemitizmu, ale treba ho napriek
tomu pomenovat pravym menom: blud.

George Soros, tento ziak Karla Poppera, vyznavac
jeho konceptu otvorenej spolo¢nosti, liberdl, ktory sa
stranil vsetkého, ¢o smrdelo nacionalizmom, nielen
madarskym, ktory nelutoval miliardy dolarov vloZit do
zdpasu o nastolenie demokracie vo vychodo-
stredoeurépskom priestore, by si totiz skér zasluzil
Nobelovu cenu namiesto osocovania nasimi
milovnikmi starych poriadkov a najmd zatvorenej
spolo¢nosti. Preto som rad, Ze som uz vtedy, v roku
1991 mohol Georgeovi Sorosovi prezentovat aj iné
Slovensko ako to meciarovské, zatvorené do svojej
privatizacno-nacionalistickej klietky.

To som, pravdaze, eSte netusil, Ze sa tento
prvotny, takmer emociondlny impulz, iniciovany
mozno aj mojim prirodzenym odporom voci vietkym
Sovinistom, xenofébom, antisemitom, zmeni onedlho
na trvalejSiu spolupracu. Ked som sa totiz vratil zo
svojej misie posledného velvyslanca CSFR
v Madarsku a zapojil som sa do svojich akademicko-
univerzitnych intelektudlnych a obcianskych aktivit,
stal som sa v lete 1993 na sedem rokov prezidentom
Spravnej rady Nadacie otvorenej spoloc¢nosti. Rachel

Tritt a Alenka Pénikovd, ktoré uz poloZili jej

wrongs the Hungarians ever did and would ever do to
us. This doctrine, which is embraced by Slovak
simpletons on all rungs of the social ladder, stands no
chance of correction as it suits their “innate” anti-
Hungarianism and anti-Semitism; nevertheless, it

must be called what it essentially is: rubbish.

George Soros, this disciple of Karl Popper and
follower of his concept of open society, a liberal who
always shunned everything that gave out the stench
of nationalism — and not only in Hungary — a
benefactor who did not hesitate to place billions of
dollars onto the altar of restoring democracy in the
region of Central and Eastern Europe, deserves a
Nobel Prize rather than smearing from the lovers of
old ways in general and closed society in particular.
Therefore, when | learned from my friends that
George Soros was in Budapest — it was sometime in
the summer of 1991 — | said to myself: here is an
opportunity to invite him to a lunch with them in my
residence. To this very day | am proud that more than
two decades ago | had this opportunity to introduce
George Soros to a different Slovakia than the one that
was about to be locked up in the cage of Mediar's
privatization-nationalist doctrine.

At that point, of course, | had no idea that this
primal, almost emotional impulse, which had perhaps
ensued from my natural repugnance for all
chauvinists, xenophobes, and anti-Semitists would
soon evolve into long-lasting cooperation. In summer
1993, not long after | returned from my mission as the
Czechoslovak Federation's last ambassador to
Hungary and began to pursue academic, intellectual
and civic activities, | was appointed the president of
the Board of Trustees of the Open Society Fund, a post
I would keep for the next seven years. Rachel Tritt and
Alenka Panikovda who had laid its organizational
foundation apparently discussed my appointment
with George Soros, adding another pitch-black stain
to my image of world citizen and anti-nationalist. But |
never regretted it and even twenty years later | still do
not regret it; on the contrary, | continue to see it as
one of my best decisions. | view my work for the



organizacné zaklady, zrejme konzultovali moju
nominaciu s Georgeom Sorosom, a tak som si do
svojho svetoobcianstva a protindrodovstva pridal
u rodakov dalsi cierny bod. No, nelutoval som.
A nelutujem ani po dvadsiatich rokoch. Naopak, bolo
to jedno z mojich dobrych rozhodnuti. Zmysluplnt
préacu a eSte zmysluplnejsiu spoluprécu s vynikajicimi
[udmi v nadécii i jej spravnej rade povazujem spolu
s aktivitami vo Foére inteligencie Slovenska,
v Stredoeurépskej prilohe dennikov Sme, Lidové
noviny, Gazeta Wyborcza a Magyar Hirlap, neskor
Népszava (podporenej takisto George Sorosom),
v mesacniku OS (takisto podporenému George
Sorosom) v devatdesiatych rokoch minulého storocia
za jeden z vrcholov nielen mojich osobnych aktivit pri
presadzovani myslienok otvorenej spolo¢nosti.

Nadacia otvorenej spolo¢nosti bola v tom ¢ase-
neCase meciarizmu nepochybne odzou iného sveta
ako toho, ktory vnucoval rezim priblizujdci sa
k dnesnému Lukasenkovmu Bielorusku. Aj také boli
totiz opcie vtedajsieho vyvoja Slovenska a neboli, Zial,
neredlne. Nadacia otvorenej spolo¢nosti viak napriek
tomu, Ze bola na Ciernej listine vlady, este nemohla
byt vystavena tlaku zndmemu z dnesného vychodu,
lebo aspori verbélne rezim predstieral euroatlantické
aspiracie. Prax vsak bola opacna. Aj preto sme
v nadécii kladli taky velky déraz na ludské prava, na
presadzovanie funkénych demokratickych institucif,
na garantovanie pravneho S$tatu a popritom sme
preferovali projekty, ktoré mali podstatne pomahat
Skolstvu, kultire, zdravotnictvu a osobitne romskej
problematike. Zarovert sme poskytovali pomoc pri
vytvarani SirSich sieti mimovladnych organizacif
s podobnym programom. Aj ich zasluhou a zasluhou
osobnej angazovanosti stoviek, ba tisicok aktivistov
obcianska spolo¢nost relativizovala autoritarsku moc
av podstate paralyzovala jej vplyv.

Devatdesiate roky boli v tomto zmysle pionierske,
ale asi aj posledné hviezdne roky obcianskej
spolo¢nosti na Slovensku. Ked' si spominam na volby
roku 1998, nembzem nespomenut autenticky osobny

zazitok i radost z toho, Ze sa dobrd vec podarila aj

foundation and cooperation with the outstanding
people working there and sitting on its Board of
Trustees in the 1990s as one of the pinnacles of my
personal ambition to champion the ideas of open
society. Itis as important as my activities at the Forum
of Slovakia's Intelligentsia or the central European
supplement to dailies Sme, Lidové noviny, Gazeta
Wyborcza and Magyar Hirlap (later Népszava) and
the OS monthly (a project that was also supported by
George Soros).

Throughout the period of Meciar's foul rule, the
Open Society Foundation was undoubtedly the oasis
of a different world than the one imposed by the
regime that reminds one of Lukashenko's Belarus
today. Like it or not, this scenario of future
development was also in the cards for Slovakia and
was far from unrealistic. Despite being on the
government's black list, the Open Society Foundation
could not be brought under the kind of pressure we
currently witness in some post-Soviet republics
because Meciar's regime at least verbally proclaimed
its Euro-Atlantic aspirations although its practical
measures wentin the opposite direction. This was part
of the reason why the foundation placed such a great
emphasis on protecting human rights, building
effective democratic institutions, and furthering the
rule of law while preferring projects that would
significantly help the country's education system,
culture, health service and especially tackle the
problems of the Roma. At the same time, the
foundation was instrumental in creating broader
networks of non-governmental organizations with
similar program priorities. Thanks to them and the
personal engagement of thousands of activists, the
country's civil society managed to relativize the
authoritarian power and virtually paralyze itsimpact.

In this sense, the 1990s were the pioneer years but
also the heyday years for civil society in Slovakia.
When | remember the 1998 parliamentary elections, |
cannot help recalling a deep satisfaction over the fact
that the third sector contributed to this

accomplishment. Unfortunately, this common victory
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zésluhou tretieho sektora. Ale zaroven sa prave tymto
spolo¢nym vitazstvom skoncili takpovediac , medové
tyzdne” mimovladok a politiky, uz vladnej politiky.
Treti sektor totiz musel pokracovat vo svojej role,
ktora sa usiluje o vacsiu deetatizaciu a tym aj o vacsiu
suverenitu autonémnych institdcii, a je jedno, i
univerzit, zdruzeni, spolkov, teda vsetkych institdcii
posobiacich na horizontélnej Grovni, do ktorej sa
kazda vladna moc, vidime to i dnes, rada tla¢i.

Nezaskodi si zopakovat, Ze tieto institacie,
institucie tretieho sektora, obcianskej spolo¢nosti nie
st zavislé od vysledku volieb. Naopak, mo6zu vysledky
volieb svojim spdsobom limitovat a relativizovat
vyznam politickych stran. Prave preto musel treti
sektor redefinovat svoje prirority, ale uz sa asi nikdy
nevzopdl k vykonu, ktory kulminoval v tom
,osmi¢kovom" roku 1998. Musel prezbrojit, nebyt

taky atocny, ale o to viac vytrvaly.

Obcianska spolo¢nost sa presadzuje tam, kde
posobia myslienky obcianskej spolo¢nosti v tom
zmysle, ako ich formuloval pred desatrociami
spominany ucitel George Sorosa, rakudsko-britsky
filozof Karl Popper. Ten vo svojej dnes uz historickej
knihe z roku 1945, priznacne nazvanej Otvorena
spolo¢nost a jej nepriatelia definoval otvorenu
spolo¢nost ako takd, v ktorej mozno vymenit tych,
ktori st pri moci, bez nésilia, rychlo a bez velkych
skod,
prezliekania kabatov. Je to podla neho spoloc¢nost,

kddrovych zemetraseni a masového

v ktorej si chranené mensiny, prava a slobody
jednotlivcov, takze mensiny sa mézu stat vacsinami.
Uz len ako perlicku stélej aktudlnosti tejto knihy
mozno uviest, Ze sa ju rozhodol napisat v den, ked
dostal spravu, ze Hitler vpochodoval do Rakuska.
Vyrazom otvorend spolo¢nost neoznacoval natolko
Statnu ¢ vladnu formu, ale skér spdsob ludského
suzitia, v ktorom si nezastupitelnymi hodnotami
individualna sloboda, nenasilie, ochrana mensin

aslabych.

Takato spolo¢nost na Slovensku od roku 1938 do
roku 1989 v podstate nejestvovala a v novembri “89

of good over evil simultaneously marked the end of
the “honeymoon” between the third sector and
politics. The reason was that the third sector had to
remain faithful to its mission, which is to strive for
ever-greater transfer of state assets to the private
domain and thus guarantee greater sovereignty of
institutions, be

autonomous it universities,

associations, societies and all other institutions
operating on the horizontal level, with which every

government likes to interfere. We see it every day.

It cannot hurt to reiterate that these institutions —
thatis, institutions of the third sector and civil society —
do not depend on election results; on the contrary,
they are able to limit the impact of election results in a
way and render the importance of political parties
relative. This was why the third sector had to redefine
its priorities and why it will probably never show the
in that
memorable year of 1998. It had to regroup and learn

level of mobilization that culminated

to be less pugnacious but more persistent.

Civil society thrives at every place where people
honor civil society ideas as they were formulated
Austrian-British
philosopher and teacher of George Soros. In his

decades ago by Karl Popper,
historic book from 1945, Open Society and Its
Enemies, Popper defined open society as a society
that is able to replace those in power without
resorting to violence or personnel upheaval.
According to him, itis a society that protects the rights
and freedoms of individuals and minorities, which
means that minorities may become majorities if it is
for the good of society. The book's continuous
relevance may be underlined by the fact that Popper
decided to write it on the day when he learned that
Hitler had marched into Austria. Popper used the term
of “open society" not so much to define the form of
state or the system of government but rather the
model of human coexistence that is based on
irreplaceable values such as individual freedom, non-
violence, protection of minorities and the weak.

This type of society had been virtually absent in



nam takpovediac spadla do lona bez toho, Ze by sme
pre jej pripravu nieco urobili. Ochrana mensin, nielen
narodnostnych, je este vidy vaznym problémom
nasej spolo¢nosti, ktord sa radsej zatvara do svojej
ulity, nez aby otvorila priestor pre mensich, slabsich,
marginalizovanych.

George Soros, filantrop

nezvycfajného, nadStandardného formatu, nie
néhodou na Slovensku, ale aj v rodnom Madarsku a v
SirSsom stredoeurépskom priestore vybavenom
vsetkymi prislusSnymi predsudkami irituje dodnes
bojovnikov za zatvorenu spolo¢nost, nacionalistov,
rasistov, Sovinistov, xenofébov vsetkych krajin
i narodov. (Aj preto nasi postkomunisticki
komunisticki koryfeji zabranili roku 1990 umiestneniu

jeho Stredoeurdpskej univerzity v Bratislave!)

Filantropia v mene idey otvorenej spolo¢nosti je
totiz trochu viac ako jednoduché mecend3stvo ci
socialna vypomoc. Keby som sa vsak mal prihovorit
potencidlnym doméacim mecenaSom, sponzorom,
zjednodusene podnikatelom, chcel by som im
pripomendt, Ze by mohli — po Stvrtstoroli -
vyraznejSie podporovat vzdelavanie, kultdru, vedu,
humanitarne projekty, treti sektor vébec. Lebo len cez
ne a cez nich budd méct byt aj oni — podnikatelia —
nezavisli. Aj od politickej moci, ku ktorej sa nadalej tak
radi utiekaju, ¢o ich tak osudovo stéle oddeluje od
idey (aj mentality) obcianskej spolo¢nosti.

Na vzajomnu solidaritu medzi tretim sektorom,
kultdrou, vzdelanostou, vedou a podnikatelmi na
Slovensku este vzdy iba ¢akame. Presnejsie, cakame
na osvietenejSiu podnikatelskd generdciu, ktord by
pochopila, Ze aj jej zaujmom by mal byt Zivot
v otvorenej spolo¢nosti.

Caka sa preto, takmer Stvrtstorolie, na
slovenského Sorosa, alebo - eSte lepSie — na
slovenskych sorosovcov!

Slovakia since 1938, and in November 1989 it fell into
our lap, so to speak, without our doing anything to
prepare for it or deserve it. The protection of
minorities (not only national minorities) continues to
be a serious problem in our society, which prefers to
stay clammed up rather than open the space for the
smaller, the weaker and the marginalized. It is hardly
a coincidence that George Soros, this larger-than-life
philanthropist, continues to irritate all champions of
closed society, nationalists, racists, chauvinists, and
xenophobes, not only in Slovakia but also in his native
Hungary and the entire region of Central Europe that
is equipped with all the necessary prejudices
(Apparently for the same reasons, our post-
communist luminaries in 1990 prevented his Central
European University from landing in Bratislaval).

Philanthropy in the name of open society ideas
amounts to something more than simple patronage or
social assistance. But if | were to address potential
domestic patrons, sponsors and other types of
businesspersons, | would call on them to begin —
almost a quarter of a century since the Velvet
Revolution that made them possible — to support
educational, cultural, scientific, and humanitarian
projects and the third sector in general. Only through
supporting them can our entrepreneurs acquire true
independence from everything including political
power to which they still kowtow, which continues to
separate them so fatally from the idea (and mentality)
of civil society.

In Slovakia, we are still awaiting mutual solidarity
between the third sector, culture, education, and
science on the one hand and the business sector on
the other. To be exact, we are awaiting the arrival of
a more enlightened generation of entrepreneurs who
would understand itis in their own best interest to live

in an open society.

To put it even more bluntly, this country keeps
awaiting its own Soros or — better yet — its own Soros
people!
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